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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 2: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday said India’'s economic
growthis strong despite the
ongoing West Asia crisis,and
thecountry is set toadd about
500GW ofrenewableenergy
capacityover the next 10-11
years.

Speakingat theinaugural
session of the Bharat
Renewable Energy Summit
&Expo2026, Modisaid that
the country's non-fossil fuel
capacityisover 300 GWand
expressed confidence that
India will achieve the 500
GWrenewable energy target

India's economic
growth high despite
West Asia crisis: Modi

by 2030.

Hesaid that overthe next
10to 11 years, about 500 GW
ofrenewable energy capacity
willbe added. He noted that
itisatough call, but"we have
todoit".

"If India had not created

a K

renewable energy capacity
inthe last 10years, then the
energy crisis in India could
havebeenworsethaninother
parts of the world...
economic growth is high
despite

India's

See on Pg. 10

Darbar Move Offices Reopen In Jammu

KA NEWS SERVICE

Jammu, Nov 2; The administrationresumed
functioning fromthe winter capital, Jammu,
on Monday, with the Civil Secretariat and

other government offices, including

Bhawan,reopening here as part of the 154-year-
old biannual Darbar Move practice, officials

said.
ChiefMinisterOmarAbdullah was a

aceremonial guard of honour upon hisarrival

the Lok

ccorded

at the Civil Secretariat, the seat of the Union

Territory government, and took the s

the offices resumed functioning, two days
after closing in the summer capital Srinagar.
Abdullah conducted a whirlwind tour of

alute as

various offices attheSecretariatand interacted

with officials.

The reopening marks the resumption of

KA NEWS SERVICE

CMinaugurates Rs 189 lakh
infrastructure works

B

the biannual administrative arrangement

underwhich the government shifts its offices
between Jammu and Srinagar, officials said.

Security arrangements have been
strengthened in Jammu, with police and
paramilitary personneldeployedin keyareas,

See on Pg. 10

particularly around the

strengthening

JAMMU, NOVEMBER 02: Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah today
inaugurated infrastructure works
worth Rs 189 lakh at the Civil
Secretariat, Jammu, aimed at

See on Pg. 10

Porter loses
foot in
landmine blast

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, Nov 2: An Army
porter was seriously injured
after accidentally stepping
on an anti-personnel mine
near the Line of Control (LoC)
in Jammu and Kashmir's
Rajouri district on Monday,
officials said.

Krishan Lal, a resident of
Langar village, accidentally
triggered the mine while
moving through a forward
area in the Nowshera sector

at 11.30 am,

Directs Ministers To
Review Performance

KA NEWS SERVICE

Of Their Departments,
Budget Commitments

CM Omar calls for accelerating
pace of development works

Amit Shah dares Rahul Gandhi
to debate SIR issue

Says Govt Ready To Convene Special Session Of Parliament

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

b

the INDIA bloc over its 'vote
chori'allegation, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on

Hyderabad, Nov 2: In a
listering counterattack on

Jammu, November 02: Chief
Minister Omar Abdullahtoday
chaired anintroductory meeting
with Ministers and senior
officers of the Civil
Administration at the Civil
Secretariat, Jammu, following
theresumption of the traditional

bi-annual Darbar Move.

The meeting was attended
by Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder Kumar Choudhary,
all Ministers, Advisor to the
Chief Minister, Acting Chief

Secretary Shailendra Kumar,
Additional Chief Secretary to
the Chief Minister Dheeraj

Gupta, Administrative
Secretaries,
Seeon Pg. 10

Mondaysaid the government
isready to convene aspecial
session of Parliamenton the
issue and dared Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi todebate
the matter in the House.
Dismissing the INDIA
bloc'srallyin Delhion Sunday

. £7

become Prime Minister only

in mock Parliament.
Leading the BJP's 'Save

Democracy, Remove Anarchy'

padayatra

as a "save infiltrator” rally,
he wondered how the
Congress formedgovernments
instates,including Telangana,
"if the EVMs are bad," and
said that Rahul Gandhi can

CM visits fire-ravaged Jammu
market, assures full assistance

KA NEWS SERVICE

Jammu, Nov 2: Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Monday visited the
fire-ravaged Shiv Market near
Jammu Railway Station and took

stock of the damage caused by a
massive blaze thatrecentlygutted
dozens of shops, reducing a
bustling commercial stretch to
rubble.

The chiefminister assured the
affected shopkeepers that his
government would extend all
possible assistance to help them
overcome the difficulties arising
from fire incidents.

During thevisitand inspection,
the chief minister assessed the
losses suffered by the affected
shopkeepersand interacted with
themtounderstand theirconcerns
and difficulties, an official
spokesman said.

Abdullah

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

IGP Kashmir reviews security grid of Srinagar

VDG member, wife die of
gunshot injuries in Reasi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Defence

will be further

Srinagar, Nov 2: Inspector General of
Police Kashmir Zone Sujit Kumar on
Monday reviewed the security grid in
Srinagar city, a police spokesperson said.

He said Srinagar city's security grid

said.

See on Pg. 10

Jammu, Nov 2: AVillage
Group
member and his wife died
of gunshot injuries under
mysterious circumstances
attheir residenceinaremote
village of Jammu and
Kashmir's Reasi district on
Monday evening, officials

Preliminary
investigations suggest that
bothwere hit by bullets fired

weapon at their

(VDG)

they said.

was cleaning hi

(22), the officials

the local

from the VDG member’s

in Bralkund Mora village of
Baggodas in Mahore tehsil,

Itissuspected thatJaved
Ahmed(26),a VDG member,

whenitdischarged,causing
bullet injuries to him and
his wife, Shaheena Akhter

The two were rushed to

See on Pg. 10

Rajnath meets
new IAF chief

Praises Him As
'Distinguished Air Warrior'

residence

5 Weapon

said.

KA NEWS DESK/PTI

Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi Set To
Resign From NC, Parliament Today

KA NEWS SERVICE

Srinagar, Nov 2: As
announced earlier, National
Conference (NC)Lok SabhaMP
Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdiisset
to resign from the party and
hisSrinagar parliamentary seat
on November 3, maintaining
that his decision stems from
what he termed the party
leadership’s “collective betrayal”
of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir and its retreat from
the commitment to fight for
the restoration of Article 370.

Mehdi, who had announced
his decision to quit the party
and Parliament, has remained

® 00 o

ED attaches properties in Patnitop
hotel land encroachment case

New Delhi, Nov 2: Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh met the newly appointed
Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal
Ashutosh Dixit, and praised him as a
"distinguished air warrior" known for
excellent leadership.

In a post on X on Monday, Singh also

firm on his stand, accusing
senior NC leaders, including
partypresident FarooqAbdullah,
of prioritising “comfortable
politics” over principles and
electoral commitments.
Explaining the significance
ofNovember 3, Mehdi said the
date coincides with the death
anniversary of his father, late

Aga Syed Mehdi, who was
assassinated on the same day.
“November 3 is the death
anniversary of my father. His
legacy shapes my politics, efforts
and moral compass.
Symbolically, that day is
synonymous with directions
inmy life,” he had said, adding
thatthe delay also allowed him
toutilise hisMPLADS funds for
developmental works.
Rejecting criticism that his
resignation would amount to
abandoning his constituents,
Mehdisaid he felt “collectively
betrayed” by the NC's change
in political position after the

2024

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jammu, Nov 2: The Enforcement
Directorate has provisionally attached
immovable propertiesworthRs 10.66
crore under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act(PMLA)in connection
with the Patnitop Hotels land
encroachment case, an official said
on Monday.

The attached properties include
theland and buildings of Hotel Holiday
Inn, Hotel Broadway, Hotel Hollywood
and Hotel Mountview, located in
Patnitop hill resort in Udhampur
district, an ED spokesperson said in
a statement.

Earlier, the ED had issued two
provisionalattachmentordersin 2025,

attaching properties worth
approximately Rs 30.72 crore in the
same case.

With the latest attachment of Rs
10.66 crore, the cumulative value of
properties provisionally attached in
the case has reached approximately
Rs 41.38 crore, he said.

The EDinitiated its investigation
on the basis of an FIR registered by
the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB),
Jammu, against various owners and
directors of hotels, guest houses,
resorts, cottages and residential
properties in the Patnitop area, as
well as officials of the Patnitop
Development Authority (PDA).

The allegations

shared some photos of their meeting.

The air officer assumed charge as
the 29th Chief of the Air Staff on
October 31, succeeding Air Chief
Marshal A P Singh, who superannuated
the same day.

"Met with the newly appointed
Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal
Ashutosh Dixit. He is a distinguished air
warrior known for excellent leadership.
[ wish him a wonderful tenure ahead,"
Singh said.

Air Chief Marshal Dixit on Sunday
said restoring the Indian Air Force's
sanctioned fighter squadron strength,
accelerating indigenous programmes
like the Tejas and the Advanced

Medium Combat
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Shaleen Kabra assumes charge

as Directo

I[Cashmir Age News

Administrationand Rural Development( J&KIMPA&RD).

SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 2: Shaleen Kabra,a1992-Batch
IAS Officer today assumed charge as Director General,
Jammu & Kashmir Institute of Management, Public

Following the assumption of charge, Shaleen Kabra
held an introductory meeting with the officers, faculty
members and staffof the Institute. He discussed various
administrative and institutional matters and soughttheir

r General, &K IMPA&RD

i 5 = feedback onissuesand challenges concerningthefunctioning

A - of the Institute,

& The Director General also took stock of the overall
functioning andinfrastructure of the IMPA&RD campus
anddiscussed measures foraddressing the issues identified
and ensuring their timely resolution.

Later, Shaleen Kabrainteractedwith the Officer Trainees
ofthe Jammu & Kashmir Administrative Service, Jammu
& Kashmir Accounts (Gazetted) Service and Jammu &
Kashmir Police (Gazetted) Service, who are presently
undergoing training at the Institute, He exchanged views
with the trainees on the ongoing training programmes
andsoughttheir feedback onvarious aspects of the training.

Shaleen Kabraalsoreviewedthefacilities and amenities

being provided to the Officer Trainees, including the

programmes.

academic and training-related arrangements,

At the conclusion of the visit, the Director General
expressedsatisfaction overthe facilities and arrangements
available to the Officer Traineesunder the ongoing training

Kashmir Press Service

SRINAGAR: The Kashmir Wing of
the AllIndia Anti-Corruptionand Anti-
Terrorist Front Foundation(AIACATFF)
organised a Sadbhavana Rally and
Goodwill ConferenceinSrinagar,with
the objective of promoting peace,
communal harmony, national unity
andasociety free fromcorruptionand
terrorism.

Acharya Shradhye Mahant Shree
Dr. Vivek Guru Maharaj Ji, All India
Chairman of AIACATFF, attended the
conference as the Chief Guest. Khalil
AhmadMughal, AllIndia Vice Chairman
of the organisation, was also present
on the occasion.

The conference witnessed the
participation of hundreds of people
fromdifferent walks oflife. During the
programme, speakers highlighted the
importance of maintaining peace,
strengthening communal harmony
and promotingmutualunderstanding
among different sections of society.
They also laid emphasis on the need
to make Jammu and Kashmir free from
terrorismand itsadverse effects, stating
thatviolenceand terrorism have serious
consequences for society, particularly
for the younger generation and the
overall development of the region.

The speakers stressed that lasting
peace, social stability and progress
could be achieved through collective
efforts, public awareness, unity and
active participation of people. They

ATACATFF organises
‘Sadbhavana Rally, Goodwill
Conference’ in Srinagar

alsocalled for strengthening the spirit
ofbrotherhood and goodwill to ensure
a peaceful and prosperous future for
Jammu and Kashmir,

Addressing the gathering, Khalil
Ahmad Mughal expressed gratitude
to all participants, guests and those
associated with the successful
organisation of the conference. He
appreciated their participation and
supportand reiterated his commitment
to taking the organisation to greater
heights.

Mughal pledged that AIACATFF
would continueworking with dedication
towards the betterment of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir, promoting
peace, harmony, national integration
andasociety free fromcorruptionand
terrorism.

Healsothanked everyoneformaking
the Sadbhavana Rally and Goodwill
Conference ameaningfuloccasion and
called for continued cooperationinthe
largerinterest of society.

Itis worth mentioning that all the
arrangements were finalised by Khalil
Ahmad Mughal, AllIndiaVice Chairman
ofthe organisation. Allmajoractivities
of the organisation, from Kashmir to
Delhi, are being carried out under his
guidance and supervision.

The partyappreciated hisdedicated
effortsand contributionsand expressed
hope that he would continue to serve
the organisation with the same
commitment and dedication in the
future.

Mehbooba, Farooq’s politics

exposes crisis of credibility: AIP
_ " AIP Launches Scathing Attack on : A

Mehbooba Mufti and Farooq Abdullah, s§s
' Says Their Politics Exposes a _ |

e et i P g™

Crisis of Credibility =

m Delhi camaraderie, Srinagar confrontation —
Sheer hypocrisy and political convemience.

W NC refuses to acknowledge ‘Vote Chorl’ in J&K,
but endorses the same narrative in Delhl.

m NCand POP must answer for the shutdowns,
curfews and intermet blocks during their own rule.

| Kashmiris are not
fools who can be fed

W Municipal Park should be washed and cleansed
of the political filth and theatrics witnessed there.

one narrative in Delhi
and another in Srinagar.
i )

Kashmir Press Service

SRINAGAR: Awami Itihaad Party (AIP)
Chief Spokesperson Inam UnNabi launched
ablisteringattack on PDPPresident Mehbooba
Mufti and National Conference President
Dr Farooq Abdullah, accusing both of
exploiting Kashmir’s political and emotional
sentimentsthroughblatantdoublestandards,
opportunisticalliances andselective outrage.

Inam said Mehbooba Mulfti’s attack on
FaroogAbdullah barely 24 hours aftersharing
the stage with him in Delhi exposes the
sheer hypocrisy of her politics.

“If Farooq Abdullah is so objectionable
to Mehbooba Mufti, why was she sharing
the stage with him yesterday? Why the
silence in Delhi and the sudden outrage in
Kashmir? Thisis not political conviction; it
is political convenience. Kashmiris are not
foolswho canbe fed one narrative in Delhi
andanother in Srinagar."Onelectoral integrity,
Inamquestioned the National Conference's
contradictory stance, saying thatwhile the
party refuses to acknowledge allegations
of vote theft in J&I, its president Dr Farooq
Abdullah shared a platform with Congress

inDelhi, participatingin the very 'Vote Chori'
campaign the NCrefuses to endorse athome,

Taking Mehbooba Mufti to task for
invokingthe suffering caused by shutdowns
andrestrictions, Inamsaid bothNCand PDP
must answer for their own records in
government.

“MehboobaMufti cannot conveniently
erase the past. Farooq Abdullah, Omar
Abdullahand MehboobaMufti have all been
partofgovernments underwhich Kashmiris
endured curfews, shutdowns, restrictions
and internet blockades. Those who have
presided over such restrictions cannot
suddenly pose as the exclusive custodians
of people’s pain. Stop shedding crocodile
tears and start answering for your own
record.”Taking a sharp dig at the PDP rally
at Municipal Park, Inam said:

“Municipal Park should be washed and
cleansed of the political filth of hypocrisy,
deceitand theatrics displayed there today.
Kashmir's public spaces should not beturned
into platforms for manufactured outrage
and political deception. Yesterday's
companionscannot become today'senemies
simply to keep their politics alive.”

Civic Reforms Forum
Rajbagh Zero Bridge holds

Kashmir Press Service

SRINAGAR: An emergency
meeting ofthe Civic ReformsForum
Rajbagh-Zero Bridge was
successfully held on Monday at
4:00 PM (after Namaz-e-Asr) at
Masjid Owasia, Kursoo Rajbagh.

Themeetingwas attended by
local residents, General Body
members of civic Reforms Forum
and representatives of various
Masjid Intizamia Committees,
Mohalla Committees

Severalimportant community
issues were discussed, and
collective decisions were
unanimouslyadopted to promote
unity, discipline, mutual

emergency meeting

social

and

cooperation
responsibility.
It was resolved that all
collectively adopted decisions of
the Forum, an amalgam of Masjid
Intizamia CommitteesandMohalla
Committees, must be respected
and implemented in letter and
Spirit.
Anydeliberatenon-compliance
may inviteappropriate community-
level action, including social
boycott, strictly through a fair,
transparent and lawful process,
whilerespecting individualrights
and dignityThe Forum appealsto
all residents and committees to
cooperate in maintaining unity,
discipline and social harmony.

Sheikh Mehraj-ud-din
bids tearful farewell to outgoing
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo

Kashmir Press Service

SRINAGAR,NOV.2: SheikhMehraj-
ud-din, Chairman of the Jammu and
Kashmir Government Pharmacists
Association, bidan emotional andtearful
farewell to outgoing Chief Secretary
Atal Dulloo on his superannuation,
payingrich tributestohisdistinguished
administrative career, visionary
leadership andsignificantcontributions
towards the development of Jammu
and Kashmir.

The farewell occasion witnessed
heartfelt emotions and expressions of
gratitude fromofficers, colleagues and
otherdistinguished personalities, who
acknowledged theremarkable services
renderedbyAtalDullooduringhistenure
in public administration.

Speaking on the occasion, Sheikh
Mehraj-ud-dinhighlighted the outgoing
ChiefSecretary'sadministrativeintegrity,
visionary approach, commitment to
public welfare and result-oriented
leadership. He described Atal Dulloo
as a dedicated, compassionate and
approachable administrator whose
contributionswouldremainmemorable

intheadministrative historyofJammu
and Kashmir.

Heparticularlyrecalled AtalDulloo’s
significant role in the reorganisation

of the Pharmacist cadre, which
subsequently paved the way for the
restructuringof other technical cadres
in the Health and Medical Education
Department.

SheikhMehraj-ud-din termedthese
initiatives historicachievements, stating
that they had strengthened the
professionalstructureofthe department
and contributed towards the welfare
and career prospects of technical
employees.

Digital Life Certificate Campaign 5.0

Padma Shri Dr Sanjay receives

Special camps organised

Kashmir Press Service

JAMMU: To facilitate
retired railway employees
and pensioners, the Jammu
Divisionof Northern Railway
organisedspecialcamps under
the nationwide Digital Life
Certificate (DLC) Campaign
5.0atJammu Tawi Divisional
Office and Budgam Railway
StationinKashmir Valleyon
Monday.

The campwasorganised
underthe guidance of Senior
Divisional Personnel Officer
SeemaV.Vermaandchaired
by Assistant Personnel Officer
Sunil Kumar Badoni. A large
number of retired railway
employees and their family
members participatedinthe
programme and submitted

for pensioners in Jammu

'i

their DigitalLife Certificates
(Jeevan Pramaan).

During the camp, railway
officials provided detailed
guidance to pensioners on
submitting Digital Life
Certificates from home
through face authentication,
biometric systems and the

Jeevan PramaanApp. Digital
Life Certificates of several
elderly pensioners werealso
generated on the spot.

The initiative aims to
promote digitalisation and
maketheprocessofsubmitting
life certificates easier for
pensioners, eliminating the

need for them to visit banks
or government offices.
Through this facility,
pensioners can conveniently
submit their life certificates
from the comfort of their
homes.

TheJammu Division will
organise similarcampsatall
majorrailway stations across
thedivision, including those
in the Kashmir Valley.

The divisionhas appealed
to all pensioners to submit
their DigitalLife Certificates
by November 30, 2026, to
ensure  uninterrupted
continuationof their pension.

AllChief Welfare Liaison
Inspectors (CWLIs) of Jammu
Divisionactively contributed
to thesuccessfulorganisation
of the camps.

wellness eminence award for social service

Kashmir Press Service

DEHRADUN: Padma Shriawardee Prof.
Dr. Bhupendra Kumar Singh Sanjay, a
renowned orthopaedic and spine surgeon,
academician, author, poet, columnist and
social worker, has been conferred the
prestigious Wellness Eminence Award at
the Third International WellnessCon-2026,
held at Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj
University (CSJMU), Kanpur.

The award recognises his outstanding
and sustained contributions to orthopaedics,
social service, publichealth awareness and
the promotion of holistic wellness.

His professional journey has reached
global audiences, and he has shared his
experience through academic lectures and
professional orations in more than 50
countries.

Beyond his clinical and academic
achievements, Dr. Sanjay has devoted
considerable time and effortto social service.

His initiatives in disability prevention,
corrective surgeries for children affected
by polio and cerebral palsy, road safety
awarenessand community healthcare reflect
his commitment to

improving the quality of life of
underprivileged sectionsof society. He has
also organised and participated in more
than 300 free medical and corrective surgery
camps.

A passionate advocate of preventive
healthcare, Dr. Sanjay promotes two simple
yet comprehensive concepts for holistic

i wellness: HEN (Health, Education and

Nutrition),emphasising theimportance
of these three fundamental pillars in
humandevelopment, and DEWSDiet,
Exercise, Work and Sleep), highlighting
four essential components of a healthy
and balanced lifestyle. He believes that
awareness, early screening and
preventive healthcarearekey tobuilding
a healthier society.

Hisachievements have beenrecognised
throughseveral national andinternational
honours, including the PadmaShri, Guinness
World Records and Limca Book of Records
recognitions.

TheThirdInternational WellnessCon-2026,
organisedat CSJMU, Kanpur, brought together
national and international experts to
deliberate ondifferentdimensions of health
and wellness. The Wellness Eminence Award
recognises Dr. Sanjay's lifelong dedication
to medical excellence, social service and
the advancement of community health.

United News Of india

HANGZHOU, JULY 22; China's reigning world champions
Yao Qianxunand Hu Kai broke world records in both qualification

and final to win 10m a

DC Anantnag tours various areas to identify suitable land

for key projects

ANANTNAG, NOVEMBER 02: Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Anantnag, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat, today visited various
locations, including Lalan, Bumthan and the Rehmat-e-Alam
Hospital area to assess and identify suitable land for the

establishment of various developmental projects.

China's Yao/Hu break world records to

local population.

During the field visit, the Deputy Commissioner was apprised
bythe concerned revenue officials about the availability of State
land at the identified locations.

Detailed information regarding the Khasra numbers, revenue
maps, extent of land available and other relevant revenue
particulars was also presented for examinationand consideration.

the proposed projects.

The Deputy Commissioner emphasised thatidentification
of suitable land is an important prerequisite for taking forward

developmental projects

The DC directed the concerned officers to prepare a
comprehensive report of all the locations visited,incorporating
completerevenue records, land particulars, maps, Khasra numbers
and the exact extent of land available at each site.

He stressed the importance of maintaining proper
documentation and ensuring that all necessary details are
compiled forfurther examination andappropriate action regarding

and reiterated the district administration's commitment

win 10m air pistol mixed team gold at World Cup

During the visit, theDeputy Commissionerinspected different
sites for the proposed establishment of public infrastructure,
including Marriage halls, Maternity and

Child Care Hospital, playgrounds and other facilities aimed
at addressing the developmental needs and aspirations of the

issues raised.

to ensuring the creation of essential publicinfrastructure and
facilities in different areas of the district.

During thevisit,the DC also interacted with local residents
who also brought various developmental issues and demands
pertaining to their respective areas to his notice.

The DC gave a patient hearing to the public and directed
the concerned officers to ensure the timely resolution of the

The Deputy Commissioner was accompanied by the Assistant
Commissioner Revenue (ACR), Assistant Commissioner

Development (ACD), concerned Tehsildars, Patwaris and other

field-level officers.
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International players
call on LG Sinha

During ‘Operation Sindoor’ IAF demonstrated

capabilities of decisive air power: New Air Chief
Thanks his predecessor for handing over a force in high state of readiness

Rehan Qayoom Mir

SRINAGAR,NOV 02 :Newly appointed Chiefof
the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Ashutosh Dixit on
Monday recalled the Indian Air Force’s role in
Operation Sindoor, saying the force demonstrated
the capabilities of precise and decisive air power
under the leadership of his predecessor, Air Chief
Marshal A P Singh.

Inhisfirstaddress aftertaking overasthe 29th
Chief of the Air Staff, Dixit said, the security
environmentremaineddemanding and the changing
character of warfare required the Air Force to
maintain high operational readiness. “I take over
from Air Chief Marshal A P Singh, under whose
leadership in ‘Operation Sindoor, the Air Force
displayed what precise anddecisive air power can
achieve. I thank him for handing over a force in a
high state of readiness,” he said.

Dixit,who previouslyserved as ChiefofIntegrated

Defence Staff to the Chairman, Chiefs of Staff
Committee, said, “Modern warfareisbeing reshaped
by emerging technologies, including drones, long-
range precision weapons, space, cyber, artificial

intelligence and the electromagnetic spectrum.”

He said the IAF, while transforming into the
force India would need in the next decade, must
always remain ready to fight and win.

Outlininghis priorities under the ‘VAYU'vision,
Dixit said the focus would be on vigilance and
readiness, self-reliance, innovation and unity of
effort among the armed forces.

He said restoring the IAF's combat strength
towards its sanctioned level would be a foremost
priority, while indigenous platforms, sensors and
weapons would be central to strengthening
operational capabilities.

Dixit also stressed the need for innovation in
technology, doctrine and operational procedures,
and greater coordination among the Army, Navy
and other national agencies to strengthen joint
operations.

Pertinently, Air Chief Marshal Dixit assumed
chargeonOctober31, succeeding Air ChiefMarshal

IKashmir Age News Manoj Sinha, today, and projected various
issues pertaining to promotion of sports in
Shehr-e-Khaas area of Srinagar. They were

accompanied byShriMohammadIgbal, National

J&K Tourism bags Best Tourist

SRINAGAR: Agsa Gulzar and Muskan
Shaban, International Pencak Silat players

Surprise inspection at

from J&K called on Lieutenant Governor Shri

Coach.

As paddy loses ground, Kulgam
ets big on apple economy

Kashmir News Observer

KULGAM, NOV 02: Once
widely known as the 'Rice
Bowl of Kashmir', Kulgam
district is witnessing a big
shift in its agricultural
landscape, with apple
cultivation increasingly

replacing paddy fields and

"Both facilities are
operational, have received
bookings and are currently
functioning. Theircombined
capacity is approximately
five lakhapple boxes," he said.

Lonesaid that work was
underwayontwo additional
cold storage projects, each
having a proposed capaclty

Inviting entrepreneurs
to invest in the sector, Lone
saidthe SingleWindowPortal
was currently open for
applications for land
allotment. He added that
entrepreneurs could also
establish cold storage units
on private land after
completing the required
formalities, including Change
of Land Use (CLU).

Meanwhile, Deputy
Commissioner(DC)Kulgam

Destination Award at ITM Goa-2020

I[Cashmir Age News

SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER
02: Jammu &Kashmir Tourism
has added another significant
milestonetoitsachievements
by securing the Best Tourist
Destination Award at ITM
Go0a-2026, reaffirming the
Union Territory’s growing
prominence as a preferred
tourism destination.

The award was received
by Rashid Raina, Deputy
Director Tourism Publicity,
Kashmir, and Pankaj Sasan,
Deputy Director Tourism
Publicity, Jammu, on behalfof
Jammu & Kashmir Tourism.

The J&K Tourism Pavilion
witnessed encouraging footfall
and generated considerable
interest among members of

heritage, adventure activities

& Kashmir.The recognition

Baramulla Boys’ College
opens ‘Pandora’s Box’

Kashmir News Observer

BARAMULLA,NOV 02:Asurpriseinspection atGovernment
Degree College (Boys), Baramulla, on Monday reportedly
exposed premature departure of staff, with nearly 50% of
employees, including Heads of Departments (HODs), Assistant
Professors and Lecturers, found absent from the premises
before the scheduled closing time.

An Official said that the inspection was conducted by
ateamof the District Administration, headed by Assistant
Commissioner Revenue (ACR), Baramulla, on the directions
of Deputy Commissioner Baramulla, following reports of
staffleaving the institution before the prescribed time.

“During the inspectionin the earlyafternoon, the team
reportedly found that around half of the college staff had
left the premises,” he added.

Taking serious note of the matter, the administration
has obtained biometric attendance records of the employees
concerned to verify their attendance and ascertain the

Shahzad Alam said around
250 kanals of state land at
Adiporahad been identified

circumstances surrounding their early departure.
Officials saidfurther action wouldbeinitiatedinaccordance
with applicable rules and procedures after examination of

further strengthens Jammu &
Kashmir’s position on the
national tourism map and

Goa’s travel trade fraternity, and emerging tourism
withnumerous enquiriesabout  experiences. On the sidelines
the Union Territory's diverse  of ITM Goa-2026, the visiting

forestablishingasecond fruit tourism offerings. officersalso visited the National ~ reflects the continued efforts the attendance records.
mandi. Thevisitingofficersactively  Institute of Water Sports,Goa,  ofthe Tourism Department to Pertinently, the districtadministration has stressed the
Hesaid theexisting fruit engaged with travel to explore possibilities for expand its outreach, forge need for punctuality, accountability and strict adherence

institutional collaborationand
identify new avenues for

to prescribed working hours in government institutions.
Pertinently, the districtadministration has stressed the

industry partnerships and
showcase the Union Territory

professionals,addressed their
queries and highlighted J&K's

mandi, located nearDistrict
HospitalKulgam, frequently

emerging as a major driver
of its rural economy.

In a major push to
strengthen the growingapple
economy, two cold storage
facilities with a combined
capacity of around 10,000
metric tonnes have become
operational in the district,
while theadministration has
identified around 250 kanals
of state land at Adipora for
establishing a second fruit
mandi.

Bashir Ahmad Lone,
General Manager, District
Industries Centre (DIC)
Kulgam, said bothcold storage
facilitieswerefunctional, had
received bookings and could
collectively accommodate
around five lakhapple boxes.

of around 10,000 metric
tonnes. "Taking all four
projects together, the total
investment is expected to
exceedRs100crore," hesaid.

The General Manager said
the projectsareexpectedto
generate around 120
permanent employment
opportunities, besides
providing seasonal
employment tonearly 200-
250 people at each cold
storage facility.

He said the facilities
would also generateindirect
employment for truck
operators,autodrivers,apple
box suppliers and other
associated workers, giving a
further boost to economic
activity in the district.

witnessestrafficcongestion,
particularlyduringthe apple
season, promptingdemands
for an additional facility.

"Keeping in view the
growing demand, around 250
kanalsof statelandat Adipora
have been identified for the
proposed fruit mandi. A
proposal for transfer of the
land has already been
submittedtothe government,"
Alam said.

The DC said the initial
stepswouldincludeclearing
encroachments and
undertaking walling work
to secure the site, followed
by preparation ofa Detailed
Project Report (DPR) and
development of the mandi
in phases.

rich tourism potential,including
itsscenic landscapes, cultural

promoting water sports and
adventure tourism in Jammu

as a year-round tourism
destination.

need for punctuality, accountability and strict adherence
to prescribed working hours in government institutions.

Kishtwar youth

postpones weddingto
attend Ruhullah’s resignation
gathering in Budgam

Kashmir News Observer

BUDGAM,NOV 02 :Instrong display of political
support, ayouth from Kishtwar has postponed his
wedding to attend the public gathering scheduled
to be addressed by Srinagar Member Parliament
Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi on Tuesday at Behisht-
e-Zehra Park, Budgam, where the MP is expected
to announce his resignation from the National

Conference and Lok Sabha.

The youth, identified as Abrrar Ahmad, said
that hiswedding had beenscheduled forNovember
2-3, but he decided to reschedule it after Ruhullah
announced the date of his resignation programme,
so that he could participate in the gathering.

Ahmad said he had met Ruhullah earlier and
informed him about hisfixed wedding date. However,
following the announcement of November 3 forthe
public gathering, hedecided to postpone the wedding
toattend the event.

Explaining his admiration for the MP, Ahmad
said he wasimpressed by Ruhullah's commitment
to hiswordsand promises, adding that he believed
principles andcommitments should take precedence
over political positions.

He said that despite holding the position of an

MP, Ruhullah has decided to relinquish his seat,
which, according to him, reflects his commitment
to the concerns of the people.

Asked whether Ruhullah would receive
widespread publicsupport after resigning, Ahmad
said, “Standing up forwhat one believes to be right
requires courage,” he added.

He also referred to Ruhullah's parliamentary
speeches, particularly his interventions on Article
370, and said issues concerning unemployment,
youth distress and drug abuse needed greater
attention.Ahmad argued that addressing
unemployment and the lack of opportunities for
young people wasimportant intackling the growing
problemofdrug abuse, adding that the government
should focusoncreating employment opportunities
alongside anti-drug initiatives.

Ahead of Diwali, security

beefed up along J&K borders 4oyl
- n e

Pediatric Surgery Dept

Weather to remain
dry till Nov9

Kashmir News Observer and other civilians.

L]
KashmirNews Observer Acoordinated intervention was WINS best Paper awal'd at
SRINAGAR, NOV 02 :To prevent | subsequently carried out in which .
SRINAGAR, NOV 02 :Weather any attempt to disrupt the festive | both simulated terrorists were I'IatIOI'IaI COI'IfeI'EI'Ice
is expected to remain largely dry celebrations authorities have beefed 1 neutralised.One hostage wasrescued
across Jammu and Kashmir till up the security along the Line of | unharmed, whileanother, who was Kashmir News Observer

Control (LoC)andInternational Border
(IB)inJammu and Kashmir ahead of
Diwali.

Anofficial saidthat security forces
are conducting aseries of joint mock
drills and stepping up surveillance
along vulnerable border stretches.
“Security grids particularly along
sensitive stretches in Poonch and
Rajouridistrictsof the Jammuregion,
have been strengthened, while
additional vigilance is being
maintained along traditional
infiltrationroutesinKathuadistrict,”
the official added.

He said, “A joint mock exercise
was recently conducted by security
forces along old infiltration routes
in Kathua to assess preparedness
and strengthen coordination in
responding to possible security
threats.”

Anotherofficialsaid thatin North
Kashmir, heightened vigilanceisalso
being maintained inGurez, Uri, Karnah
and Tangdhar sectors, while
Sunderbani remains among the
sensitiveareasinthe Jammu region.

shown injured during the exercise,
received firstaid and CPR before being
shifted to hospital.

A thorough search of the school
and adjoining areas was conducted
| following the operation.

A day earlier, Bandipora Police
| and 13RRheld ananti-fidayeen mock

J drill at Aragam, where a simulated
terrorist hiding in an under-
constructionbuildingwas neutralised.
Joint teams subsequently sanitised
the area to check for suspected
explosive material and assessed
casualty evacuation arrangements.

Meanwhile, District Police
Bandipora conducted another anti-
fidayeen exercise atthe District Police
Lines, involving SOG Bandipora, 3rd
Battalion CRPF, 14 RR and 27 Assam
Rifles.

During theexercise, foursimulated
terrorists hiding in two under-
construction buildings were
neutralised, followed by an area

November 9,with brief spells of light
rain and light snowfall over higher
reachespossible onNovember 5 and
6, the Meteorological Department
said on Monday.

According to the Meteorological
Centre Srinagar,dryweatheris likely
to prevail on November 3 and 4.
However, isolated areas may witness
lightrainorsnowfallin higherreaches
during the evening of November 5
and 6.

The department said dry
conditions are expected to resume
from November 7 to 9, with no
significant weather activity forecast
during the period.

Meanwhile, Gulmarg recorded
the lowest minimum temperature
in Kashmir at minus 0.2 degrees
Celsius. Srinagar recorded aminimum
temperature of 5 degrees Celsius,
whilePahalgam, Qazigund, Kupwara
andKokernagrecorded 2.8 degrees
Celsius, 2.6 degrees Celsius, 4.3
degrees Celsiusand 4 degrees Celsius,
respectively.

JAMMU, NOV 02 :The Department of Pediatric
Surgery, SMGS Hospital, Government Medical College
(GMC) Jammu, has brought laurels to the institution
by winning the Best Paper Award at the 14thNational
Conference of the Society of Pediatric Urology, held at
King George's Medical University (KGMU), Lucknow.
The award-winning paper, titled "Laparoscopic and
EndourologicalManagement of Rare Urological Disorders
in Children," was presented by DrSaalim Nazki, Head
of the Department of Pediatric Surgery, GMCJammu.The
departmentpresented three scientificpapersatthe national
conference, reflectingitsgrowingacademicandresearch
activities, Notably,one of the paperswaspresented by
a resident doctor, highlighting the department's
commitmentto academicgrowth, researchand nurturing
youngsurgical talent Expressing hishappiness, Dr Nazki
said the achievement was a matter of great pride and
prestige for the department as well as the institution.
He added that despite being a recently established
department, it has already earned recognition and
wonseveralawardsatvariousacademicand scientific
forums.Dr Nazki expressed his gratitude to the GMC
administrationand the Government fortheircontinued
support and encouragement, which has enabled the
departmentto showcaseits clinical achievementsand
academicwork at nationalandinternational platforms—
(KNO)

Bandipora district have conducted
several counter-terrorism exercises
over the past fewdays to assess their
operational readiness.

Bandipora Police, Army's 13
RashtriyaRiflesand45Battalion CRPF,
alongwithotheragencies,conducted
ajointCordon, Intervention and Rescue
(CIRS) drill at PM High School,
Gundgahagir in Hajin.

The exercise was based on a
simulated situation in which two
civilians were held hostage by
terroristsinside the school building.
Afterreceivinginformationat 11 am,
participating teams reached the sanitisation operation involving an
locationwithin 15 minutes,cordoned  explosive detectionteam and asniffer
offthe area and evacuated students ~ dog.

Along the International Border,
Border Security Force( BSF) personnel
have intensified round-the-clock

patrolling and surveillance,
particularly atvulnerablelocations.
Electronic monitoring systems, drones
and other modern equipment are
being used to detect suspicious
movement.

Officials said troops deployed
along the LoC have also increased
area domination exercises and
maintained close coordinationwith
other security agencies to respond
promptlyto anyinfiltration attempt
or ceasefire violation.

MOCKEXERCISESIN BANDIPORA

Meanwhile, security forces in
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Public Notice

Thisis an information for General Public thatthe
Birth certificate of my Wards issued by Registrar
(Birth & Death) Muncipal Council Bandipora, their
names and Parentage has been Mistakenly mentioned
as Sameer Saleem Sofi, S/O Mohd Saleem Sofi, and
Arish Saleem Sofi, SO Mohd Saleem Sofi, while as
the Actual and correct name and Parentage of my
Wards is, Sameer Salim Sofi, S/O Mohd Salim Sofi,
and Arish Salim Sofi, S/O Mohd Salim Sofi. Now i
want to apply for it's correction in this regard any
person having any objection he/she may file the
objections in office of the Registrar (Birth & Death)
Muncipal Council Bandipora with in a period of
seven days from the date of the publication of this
notice, after that no objection shall be accepted.

Mohd Salim Sofi.

F/O: Sameer Salim Sofi. and Arish Salim Sofi.

R/O: Brar Bandipora, District Bandipora.

PUBLIC NOTICE

I have changed myname from(Old name) NASEEMA
to(New name) NASEEMA AKHTER. In future I will be
known as (New name) NASEEMA AKHTER. Ifanybody
having any objection he/she may contact Passport
Office, Srinagar within 07 days. After 07 days noobjection
will be accepted.

Naseema Akhter

Passport No. N843526

8279

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, SAJAD AHMAD BHAT, Sjo MOHAMMAD YOUSF
BHAT, R/o BOHIPORA, KUPWARA, hereby notify the
general public that my original Class 9th Certificate/
Marks Card pertaining to the year 2007, issued by
Government Boys Higher Secondary School, Kupwara,
bearing Admission No. 5170, is presently unavailable.
The original document could notbe traced in the school's
records.lintend toapply forthe issuance ofa duplicate
certificate/marks card from the concerned authority.
Any person having any objection or claim regarding
the issuance of the duplicate document may submit
thesame tothe concerned authority within the prescribed
period, as per applicable rules. This notice is being
published for the purpose of completing the necessary
formalities for issuance of a duplicate certificate.

SAJAD AHMAD BHAT

S/o MOHAMMAD YOUSF BHAT

R/o BOHIPORA, KUPWARA 6650

PUBLIC NOTICE

I,Abdul Majeed Beig, son of Ab Samad Beig, resident
of Warpora, hereby inform the general public that I
have lost the number plate of my EECO Vehiclebearing
Registration No. JK09D8621 while travelling from
HandwaratoZachaldara.lhavealready lodged amissing
report at the concerned Police Station and am now
applying for a duplicate number plate.Any person having
any objection regarding the issuance of the duplicate
number plate may contact the ARTO Kupwara, within
seven days from the date of publication of this notice.
After the expiry of the said period, no objections shall
be entertained.

008

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Showkat Ali Khan, S/o Habibullah Khan, hereby
inform the general public that my Date of Birth (DOB)
has been wrongly entered on my Driving Licence. My
DOB has been incorrectly mentioned as 04/04/1986,
whereasmy actualand correct Date of Birth is 01/04/1986.
Therefore, this noticeis being published for theinformation
of the concerned authorities and the general public.
Anyone having any objection may submit the same to
the concerned authority within the stipulated period.

Showkat Ali Khan

S/o Habibullah Khan

R/o Awoora Distt & Teh Kupwara Pfo Trehgam

Cell No. 9906435784 6650

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, SHEIKH MOHAMMAD AAQUIB , S/O of GH MOHD
SHEIKH , resident of REGIPORA KUPWARA , , Jammu
and Kashmir, have changed my legal name to MOHD
AAQIB S/O GH MOHD SHEIKH , resident of REGIPORA
Kupwara, . Henceforth, 1 shall be known as MOHD
AAQIBforallpurposesandrecords, including my Aadhaar
details.

(Tahir War)

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, MOHAMMAD USMAN DANGA, S/o Aadil, Rjo
Rmpora, Chattabal, Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir, do
hereby notify the general public that my name has
been wrongly recorded in my Aadhaar Cardas "USMAN
AADIL", whereas my actual and correct name is
"MOHAMMAD USMAN DANGA". Now I have applied
for the correctionof the same, Any person having any
objection regarding the aforesaid name correction may
submit the same before the concerned authorities
withinthe period of 7days, afterthat noobjection will
be entertained.

8279

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice No. 12/2026-27 Date:- 02.11.2026

Invitation of Tenders through E-Procurement system
Sr. Divisional Material Manager, NRly., Store Branch DRM Office, Firozpur for and
on behalf of President of India, invited tenders through e-procurement system for the
supply of the following items:-
Sr.| Tender Description Quantity] Due
No.| No. date
94265641 | Supply of SMPS based integrated power su| 08 Nos. | 30.11.2026
[Supply of SMPS based integrated power supply for interlocked LC gate in RE
area confirming to RDSO spec no. RDSO/SPN/165/2023 Version 4.0 with amdt.
1 or latest amendment as on date of opening of tendel
Note:- Above tenders with detailed description are uploaded on IREPS site i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in. The firm, who desires to participate against e-tenders, is advised
to electronically register themselves on the above website for which they would
require to have a class ||l digital certificate form certifying Agencies authorized under

1.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby notified to the general public that the
name of my daughter’s mother has been wrongly
mentioned as “GulnazSultan” in the school records of
my daughter, Hurmat Muzaffar Lone, instead of her
correctname, “GulnazaBano.”In this regard, any person
having any objection tothecorrection ofthe said name
may submit theirobjection tothe office of Ighal Memorial
Institute,Bemina Srinagar, within a period of 07 (seven)
days from the date of publication of this notice. After
the expiry of the stipulated period, no objection shall
be entertained.

Gulnaza Bano

Mother of: Hurmat Muzaffar Lone

Permanent Residence: Bakiaker, Handwara

Present Address: Shah Wilayat Colony, Sector 08,
HMT, Srinagar

6650

IT Act 2000 by Govt. of India. Manual offers against e-tenders will not be accepted.
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GDC Anantnag hosts

Viksit Bharat Youth
Parllament, Yuva Samvaad

&

KASHMIR AGE NEWS

ANANTNAG,:MeraYuva
Bharat (MY Bharat)
Anantnag, Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports,
Government of India, in
collaboration with
Government Degree
College (GDC) Anantnag,
todayorganised the Viksit
Bharat Youth Parliament
and Yuva Samvaad at the
college, with around 200
youth from across the
districtparticipatingin the
event.

The programme was
organised on the theme
“One Nation, One Election”,
providing young

9 Venue: aoc
@ Date
) o

participants anopportunity
todeliberate on important
constitutional, electoral
and governance-related
issues.

Additional District
Development
Commissioner (ADDC)
Anantnag, MahimaMadan,
attended the programme
as the Chief Guest, while
Principal GDC Anantnag,
Dr. Prof. Mushtaq Ahmad
Malik, was the Guest of
Honour.

At the outset, Deputy
Director MY Bharat
Anantnag, Khushal Gupta,
in his introductory
address, highlighted the
objectives ofthe initiative,
emphasising its role in

NORTHERN RAILWAY

strengthening democratic
values, nurturing
leadership qualities and
encouraging youth
participation in the
democraticprocess. He said
theplatform enables young
citizensto developcritical
thinking, public speaking
and deliberation skills.

Dr. Peerzada Yasir
Yousuf briefed the
participants about the
programme format and
guidelines, while Principal
GDCAnantnag appreciated
the initiative and
encouraged students to
make effective use of such
platforms to enhance their
knowledge and leadership
abilities.

Addressing the
gathering, Mahima Madan
appreciated the efforts of
MY Bharat Anantnag and
GDCAnantnagin providing
youthwithanopportunity
to engage in meaningful
discussions on issues of
national importance. She
stressed the need to
organise such programmes
regularly to promote
democraticawarenessand
leadership among young
citizens.

During the Youth
Parliament session,
participants presented
theirviewsand arguments
onthe theme “One Nation,
One Election”, reflecting

onitsvarious constitutional,
electoral and governance-
related dimensions.

AYuvaSamvaad session
wasalso organised,during
which Youth Icon Vinod
Kumar Pandey delivered
aninformativepresentation
on Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) and “Know
Your Vote”, sensitising
participantsabout electoral
processes and the
importance of informed
voter participation.

The programme also
featured the administration
of the Loktantrik Pledge,
reaffirming the
participants' commitment
to democratic values and
responsible citizenship,
followed by thesinging of
the National Anthem.

Later, the results of the
Youth Parliament were
announced,and certificates
and mementos were
distributed among
participantsinrecognition
of their participation and
contribution.

The programme
concluded with a call for
greater youth engagement
in democratic processes
and nation-building.

The meeting was
attended ADDC, SDM
Pahalgam, Bijbihra, ASP,
ACR,ACD, GDC Principals,
ACP, CEO, DIO and other
officers.

E-Auction Notice
The Senior Divisional Commercial Manager/FS, Northern Railway, Firozpur for and
on behalf of President of India, invites E-Auction from eligible and registered bidders
for the following works over Firozpur Division:

Catalogue No. | Auction Start | Name of work
EAFZR- 23/11/26 at Allotment of contract for leasing of parcel
SLR26-54 11:00 Hrs. space in Train No./SLR compartment: 04652/R1,

04652/F2, 20808/F1, 20498/R1, 14628/F1,
05006/F1 & 04634/F1.

For other details and registration, please visit Railway website www.ireps.gov.in
3829/2026
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E-TENDER NOTICE E-TENDER NOTICE
For and on behalf of President of India, Senior Divisional Mechanical Engineer/J&K, Sr. DSTE/FZR acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites E-Tenders
Northern Ram\ray mwtas open Tender through e-tendering system from reputed on https:/iwww.ireps.gov.in against Tender Motice no. 433-Sig-T-61-26-27
Contractc q xperience and financial capability for the under mentioned work. Closing Date/Time 23/11/2026 15:00 Hrs. Bidders will be able to submit their
Finish painting with full gloss Polyurethane Enamel originalfrevised bids up to closing date and time only. Manual offers are not
e oo e ey | | allowed against this tender, and any such manua ofer received shall be gnored.
Name of Work work of DMU Coaches at DEMU Car shed Budgam Contractors are allowed to make payments against this tender towards tender
fora period of 02 Years document cost and eamest money only through online payment modes
- - available on IREPS portal like Net banking, debit card, credit card etc. Manual
Estimated Cost of Work Rs.68,36,717.60 (Rs. Sixty-Eight Lakh thirty-six payments through Demand draft, Banker cheque, Deposit receipts, FOR efc. are
(Approximate) Thousand Seven Hundred seventeen and sixty not allowed
Paise Only) C Type | Works
Tender Security Amount Rs. 1,36,700.00 (Rs. One Lakh thirty-six Thousand Name of | Reliability Improvement of OFC communication over firozpur
(Earnest Money Deposit) Seven Hundred Only) Work division
Tender document available | As perwww.ireps.gov.in Tender closing | 23/11/2026 15:00 | Date Time of 30/10/2026
forsale on website Date Time Uploading Tender 18:36
E-Tender closing Date & Time | 23.11.2026 at 15:00 Hrs. Advertised 1579328.62 Bidding Start Date 09/11/2028
Value (Rs.) as per IREPS
Date and time of openingof | 23.11.2026 at 15:15Hrs.
E-Tender on IREPS website Earnest 31600.00 Period of 03 Months
Contract Period 24 Months (02 Years) :;"T‘;’ (Rs.) — c°|:’_"":::“ —
- enderer should keep himself updated a e Tender
Type of Tender Open Tender (Single Packet System) amendments, Corigendum, etc, by remaining in touch
Validity of Tender 60 Days from the last date of submission of tender regularly with the website.
Website http:/iwww.ireps.gov.in/ Tender Notice No:433-Sig-T-61-26-27 Date:- 02/11/2026
Tender No. 09-2026-DEMU_BDGM Dated 30.10.2026 3810/2026 Closing Date/Time 23/11/2026 15:00
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NIT Srinagar concludes
Vigilance Awareness Week
2026 with sports events

KASHMIR AGE NEWS

Srinagar: As Vigilance Awareness Week 2026
celebrations concluded at the National Institute of
Technology (NIT) Srinagar, the Institute organised
friendly cricket and footballmatches between faculty
members and non-teaching staff, highlighting the
importance of integrity, teamwork, discipline and
fair play in institutional life.

The sporting events witnessed enthusiastic
participation from faculty and non-faculty members,
providing an opportunity for employees toengage
in healthy sporting activities while reinforcing
the spirit of unity, cooperation and collective
responsibility.

Theinitiative was organised under the guidance
of the Institute's Chief Vigilance Officer and Dean
Faculty Welfare, Prof. Manzoor Ahmad Ahangar, as
partof the Institute'sbroader effortsto create awareness
abouttransparency,accountabilityand ethical conduct
in public institutions.

Dr. Shakeel Waseem from the faculty side and
Faisal Irshad Ganai from the non-teaching faculty
represented the cricket teams. Similarly, Dr. Manoj
Kumar captained the faculty football team, while
ASO Mushtaq Ahmad Bhat represented the non-
teaching faculty team.

THE HIMALAYAN PEARL
LUXURY RESORT
GULMARG

Quixony Loy in The Heart of Nature

Centrally Heated Rooms: Comfort assured in every season
Scenic views, peaceful surroundings & premium hospitality

LOCATION

Golf Club Road, Children Park Gulmarg, Forest Block J & K- 193403

RESERVATION SUPPORT
9149799949 (Reservation) | 9541208673 (Office)

Email: reservations@thehimalayanpearl.com | thehimalayanpearl000@gmail.com
Website: www.thehimalayanpearl.com

Clay in luxuny. Weake up To peradize.
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Raah-e-Roshan Conference 2026 brings

Kashmir Press Service

Peerzada Sayeed

TANGDAR, KUPWARA, NOVEMBER 2: In a
significantinitiative aimedat promoting educational
excellence, moral values, intellectual development
and youth empowerment, Government Degree
College (GDC) TangdaronSunday hosted the Raah-
e-Roshan Conference 2026, organised by RoshanKal
Welfare Foundation. The conference witnessed
animpressive gathering of hundreds of participants,
withrepresentativesfrom morethan 30educational
institutions, including government schools, private
schools and madrasas from different parts of the
Karnah region.

The conference emerged as a meaningful
platform for bringing together the educational,
intellectual, religious and social communitiesunder
one roof, highlighting the importance of knowledge,
faith, character building, mutual respect and
collective responsibility in shaping the future of
society.

The event witnessed the participation of
distinguished personalities from diverse fields,
including senior educationists, academicians,
professors, lecturers, doctors, teachers, government
officials, Army and Police officers, religiousscholars,
Muftis, poets, journalists, socialactivists, students
and prominent members of civil society. Their
presence added significance to the occasion and
reflected the collective interest ofthe community
instrengthening the educational environment of
Karnah.

The conference was presided over by Qazi
Abdul Hameed Sahib, a senior-most retired
educationist and former Principal, alongside the

Principal of Government Degree College Tangdar.
Dr. Hafeez Masoodi (JKAS), Special Secretary,
Information Technology, Government of Jammu
and Kashmir, attended the programme as the
Special Guest. A senior Indian Army officer,
representing the Commanding Officer,also graced
the occasion as a Special Guest.
Amongotherdistinguished personalities present
were renowned poet Abdul Rashid Ghamgeen,
poet Gh.Haider Nadeem, Shameem Ahmad Sheikh,
Zonal Physical Education Officer, seniorjournalist
Ishfaq Sayeed, Civil Society Chairman Peerzada
Siraj-ud-Dinand socialactivist Mohammad Hafeez
Mir. The programmealsowitnessed the participation
ofthePrincipal and faculty members of GDC Tangdar,
madrasascholars,Muftis,schoolteachers,community

representatives and several other prominent
personalities.

A major attraction of the conference was the
series of educational, literary and intellectual
competitions organised to provide students with
an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge,
creativity, confidence and communication skills.
Competitions included debates, Naat-e-Sharif,
Urduspeeches, Englishspeeches and otherstudent
activities.

Students from government schools, private
educationalinstitutions and madrasas participated
enthusiastically, presenting their ideas and
perspectives onsubjectsconnectedwitheducation,
faith, moral values, character development and
socialresponsibility. Theirperformances reflected

theconsiderable talent, intellectual potential and
confidence of the youngergenerationintheregion.

One of the most encouraging aspects of the
eventwas the participation of students belonging
to different educational systems on a common
platform.Thecoming together of moderneducational
institutions and traditional religious seminaries
conveyed a powerful message of educational
harmony, mutual understanding and respect for
diverse learningtraditions. Italso highlighted the
importance of balancing modern education with
moral and spiritual development.

The organisers emphasised that education
should notremain limited to textbooks and dassroom
learning but must also equip students with
confidence, leadership qualities, communication
skills, ethical values and a sense of responsibility
towards society.

The felicitation ceremony formed another
importantpartofthe conference. Studentssecuring
first, second and third positions in all five
competitions were honoured with appreciation
awards in recognition of their performances,
dedication and hard work. All participating students
werealsoacknowledged fortheir enthusiasmand
contribution, ensuring that every participant felt
encouraged and valued.

Participating educationalinstitutions, sponsors
and supporters werealsofelicitated for theirvaluable
cooperationand contributions. Distinguished guests
received special tokens ofappreciationand Guest
ofHonourrecognitionsasagesture of respectand
gratitude,

Addressing the gathering, Dr. Hafeez Masoodi
(JKAS), Special Secretary, Information Technology,
Government of Jammu and Kashmir, appreciated
RoshanKal Welfare Foundation for taking the

initiative toorganise such ameaningfuleducational
programme inafar-flung border region likeKarnah.

He particularly appreciated the foundation for
bringing more than 30 educational institutions
together onacommon platformand acknowledged
the efforts of the organisers, teachers, students
and participating institutions. He underlined the
importance of creating opportunities for young
people to explore their abilities, develop confidence
and prepare themselves for future responsibilities.

The Principal of Government Degree College
Tangdar alsoappreciated the foundation forselecting
the college as the venue for the conference and
organisinganevent ofeducational and intellectual
significance. He described the initiative as
commendable and encouraged the organisers to
continue such programmes in the future, assuring
institutional cooperation and support.

Qazi Abdul Hameed Sahib, who presided over
the conference, also appreciated the dedication
ofthe organisingteam. Highlighting the importance
ofeducation andcharacter development, he stressed
thatacademicachievements mustgo hand in hand
with moral values, discipline, intellectual maturity
and positive engagement with society.

Otherspeakers and dignitaries echoed similar
sentiments, observing that platformssuchasRaah-
e-Roshan could playanimportantrole inidentifying
young talent, encouraging healthy competition
and creating a culture of learning and mutual
respect among students.

Theconferencewas organisedunderthe banner
of RoshanKal Welfare Foundation under the
leadership and guidance of its Director, Dr. Ashfaq
Lone, who has been actively working towards
educational awareness,youthempowermentand
community welfare in Karnah.

together 30feducat|onl institutions in Karnah

Joye Adab Kashmir honours
Prindpal GHSS Handwara
with award of appreciation

Kashmir Press Service

HANDWARA: The cultural and literary organization
Adbi]Jorgan (Joye Adab)Kaajnag Kashmir, Handwara, today
honoured the Principal of Girls Higher Secondary School
(GHSS)Handwarawith an Award of Appreciationinrecognition
of his outstanding contributions.

Theawardwas presented during abookrelease programme
held yesterday at GHHS Handwara. The recipient received
the award from Arshid Mohiuddin, General Secretary of
Joye Adab Kashmir.

The honour reflects the organization's appreciation of
his valuable contributions and dedication to the field of
education and literature.

Civil Sodiety Forum,
JKPUF Kupwara delegation
meets Executive Engineer
Farooq Ahmad Shah

Kashmir Press Service

KUPWARA:A delegation of
| Civil Society Forum | JKPUF
District Kupwara, led by Chief
Patron Gh Nabi Mir Sahib, met
Executive Engineer Mr. Farooq
| Ahmad Shah.
. The delegation comprised
DistrictPresident Malik Ghulam
Hassan, Chief Advisor Gh Nabi
Dar, Financial Secretary AbAhad
Bhat, JointSecretaryInayatullahKhagiShah and AliMohammad.

During the meeting, the delegation discussed various
pending developmental works in Handwara and Langate,
particularly issues concerning public welfare and basic
infrastructure.

The delegation specifically highlighted the need for
immediate commencement of work onthe canalnearZargar
Mohalla, Handwara, keeping in view the difficulties faced

DC Srinagar underscores need
for proactive health monitoring,

IKashmir Age News

SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER
02: Deputy Commissioner(DC)
Srinagar, Akshay Labmu mday

inaugurated a Special Health
Check-upCamp atthepremises
ofthe DCOffice Complex, with
the objective of promoting

health awareness and
facilitatingaccess to essential
healthcare services for
employees and visitors.

The camp was organised
bythe DistrictRed Cross Society,
Srinagar,incollaboration with
Government Gousia Hospital

Khanyar and Office of the Chief
Medical Office.

Speaking ontheoccasion,
the Deputy Commissioner said
that the initiative was aimed

at encouraging preventive
healthcare, early detection of
potential health issues and
regular healthmonitoring. He
emphasised the importance
of prioritising health and well-
beingand encouraged people
tomakeregular healthcheck-
ups an integral part of their
routine.

The camp provided an
opportunity for participants

toavailthemselves of medical
consultations and basic health
screening services.

The DC underscored the
need for proactive health
monitoringand timely medical
intervention to promote a
healthy workforce across the
District.

The DC complimented the
Health Department and the
District Red Cross Society for
organising the healthcare camp
at the DC Office Complex.

During the camp, more
than 100 employees and
incoming publicattheDC Office
and allied Offices located in
AmarNiwas Complex, besides
alarge number of visitors, were
screened for diabetes, blood
pressure-related  issues,
ophthalmological conditions
and other health related
concerns.The campwasattended
by Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Mir Imtiyaz Ul
Aziz, Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Aadil Fareed, IAS
Probationer, Aakash Garg,SDM
East, Zubair Ahmad, Accounts
Officer, Mohammad Igbal,
Officials of DCOffice, members
of District Red Cross Society
and other concerned.

DC Kulgam chairs district-level
task force meeting

Kashmir Press Service

KULGAM 2 Nov :Deputy Commissioner
Kulgam, Shahzad Alam(IAS),onMonday chaired
ameeting of the District-Level Task Force at the
Video Conference Hall of the DC Office, Kulgam,
to review the effective utilisation of AgriStack
data and identify innovative, farmer-centric
initiatives suited to the agricultural needs of
the district.During the meeting, the
Deputy Commissioner briefed the
participants about the framework,

timely delivery of benefits, facilitating crop
insurance, improving market intelligence and
strengthening disaster response mechanisms.

The Deputy Commissionerdirected the Task
Forcemembers toidentify and prioritiseinnovative
use casesinaccordancewith the localagricultural
conditions of the district. He also stressed the
importance ofinter-departmental coordination
toensureeftectiveimplementationofthe proposed

objectives and significance of AgriStack (s '

inestablishing adigital foundation for
the agriculture sector. He highlighted
its potential toimprove the delivery of [
government schemes and services,
facilitate access to agricultural
information and provide data-driven [*
solutions to support the farming
community.The DCstressed the need | g/
toidentifybottlenecksandchallenges |45z
faced by farmers at the grassroots level,
particularly in accessing government
schemes, agricultural services, credit
facilities and crop insurance. He directed the
concerned departments to conduct consultations
with farmers, Farmer Producer Organisations
(FPOs), cooperatives and other stakeholders to
understand their practical difficultiesand propose
effective solutions.
Emphasising thewider potential of AgriStack,
he called for exploring its use in providing
location-specific agricultural advisories,
developing early-warning systems, ensuring

initiatives and maximise benefits for farmers.
The meeting was attended by ADC Kulgam
VigarAhmad Giri(JKAS), Chief Agriculture Officer
(CAO)Kulgam, ChiefHorticulture Officer(CHO)
Kulgam, Chief Animal Husbandry Officer (CAHO)
Kulgam, District Sheep Husbandry Officer (DSHO)
Kulgam, Assistant Director Fisheries Kulgam,
Programme Coordinator KVK Kulgam, DIO NIC
Kulgam, DDM NABARD Kulgam, LBM Kulgam
and concerned Naib Tehsildars of the district.

DC Anantnag chairs
NCORD Meeting

Kashmir Age News

ANANTNAG, NOVEMBER 02: Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Anantnag, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud -DinBhat, today chaired ameeting

various departments, strengthening inter-departmental
coordinationand intensifying efforts towards drug prevention,
awareness and rehabilitation.

The Deputy Commissioner stressed the need for coordinated
efforts by all concerned departments to effectively tackle the
menace of drug abuse. He emphasised strict action against
drug peddlers,enhanced surveillance and sustained awareness
campaigns, particularly among youth.

Healsoreviewed the functioningofthe Drug De-addiction

concerned department was directed to intensify inspection
and checking of pharmacies to ensure strict compliance with

prescribed regulations.

and directed

by the local residents.

Mr. Farooq Ahmad Shah gave the delegation a patient
hearing,appreciated the concernsraised and issued directions
for initiating the necessary work on the concerned canal

without unnecessary delay.

of the District-Level Narco Coordination Centre (NCORD) at
the DC Office Complex, Anantnag, to review measures being
undertaken to combat drug abuse and strengthen enforcement
against drug trafficking in the district.

The meeting focused on reviewing the action taken by

Centreand stressed the need to further strengthen its services.
The meeting was informed that 792 kanals of wild cannabis
growing along riverbeds and other areas had been destroyed.
The chairwas also informed that 100 percent CCTV cameras
have been installed in pharmacies across the district. The

He further called for strengthening rehabilitation and
counselling facilities for personsaffected by substance abuse

the concerned departments to work in close

coordination toachievethe objectiveofadrug-free Anantnag,
Principalsofcollegesand representatives ofotherdepartments
were directed to ensure sustained awareness programmes
and actively engage students and youth in the fight against
drug abuse.
The meetingwasattended by ADDC, SDM Pahalgam, Bijbihra,
ASP, ACR,ACD,GDCPrincipals, ACP,CEQ, DI, and other officers.

I[Cashmir Age News

SHOPIAN, OCTOBER 02: District Development
Commissioner (DDC) Shopian, Charandeep Singh
today held a comprehensivereview meeting of the
Irrigation Department to assess the progress of
various ongoing and planned works being executed
underdifferentschemesand budgetary headsacross
the district.

During themeeting, the DDC undertooka detailed
review of the physical and financial progress of
ongoing projects and took stock of the status of
variousproposed and planned works. He emphasised
the need to accelerate the pace of execution and
ensure that allongoing projectsare completed within
thestipulated timelines without compromising on
the quality of works.

® 00 ©

Irrigation Department works rev1ewed in Shopian

The meeting was also apprised that the district
hasatotal Command Area (CCA)of 19,700 hectares,
out of which 16,693 hectares has been achieved.
The district has an irrigation network comprising
approximately 212 km of main canals and 602 km
of distributaries.

TheDDCdirected the ExecutiveEngineer, Irrigation
Division Shopian and his team of officers and field
stafftoremain vigilant, maintainclosefield supervision
and ensure effectivemonitoring of all ongoing works.
He emphasised that any unnecessary delays, lack
of coordination oradministrative bottlenecks must
be addressed promptly to facilitatesmooth execution
of projects.

Itwasfurtherinformed thatatotalof 60irrigation
schemesare presently beingmanaged inthe district,
comprising 36 Gravity Schemesand 24Lift Schemes,

including 3 Major/Medium Schemes and 57 Minor
Schemes.

The DDC further emphasised the importance
of proper planning, technical assessmentand field
verification before preparation of Detailed Project
Reports (DPRs), observing that all proposed works
mustbe based onactualfield requirements, technical
feasibility and the anticipated benefits to the public.
He directed that DPRs should be comprehensive,
realistic and properly vetted to avoid deficiencies
and delays at subsequent stages.

Taking serious note of delays in execution by
certaincontractors, the DDC directed the Irrigation
Department to strictly monitor the performance
of contractors and take appropriate action against
those failing to execute the allotted works as per
the prescribed timelinesand contractual obligations.
He made it clear that accountability must be fixed
wherever negligence or undue delay is noticed.

The DDC emphasised that development of
irrigation infrastructure is crucial forstrengthening
theagricultural economy of the district and ensuring
adequateirrigation facilities to farmers. He stressed
thatthe interests ofthedistrict and its people must
remain paramount and that no negligence or laxity
intheimplementation of developmentworks would
be tolerated.

The Executive Engineer, Irrigation Division
Shopian, assured the District Development
Commissioner that all necessary measures would
be takento expedite the execution of ongoing works,
strengthenfield-level monitoringand ensure timely
completion of projects. He also assured full
commitment and coordination from the officers
andstaffofthe Division in achievingthe targets set
for the department.
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Scientific
Temperament

Democracy is sustained not merely by elections,
institutions and constitutional guarantees, but by an
informed citizenry capable of questioning authority,
distinguishing facts from falsehoods and exercising
independent judgement.Scientifictemperament, therefore,
is not simply an academic virtue or a quality confined
to laboratories. It is an essential democratic value that
determines how societies think, question and respond
to power.

The observation of Supreme Court Justice Ujjal Bhuyan
that “scientific temperament lays the foundation for
therule of law” deservesseriousreflection. His assertion
that arbitrary power thrives on ignorance, fear and
unexamined beliefs captures a fundamental truth about
therelationship between knowledge and constitutional
democracy. Where critical thinking is discouraged,
misinformation finds fertile ground, prejudice becomes
normalised and authority can increasingly operate
without accountability.

Scientific temperament does not mean thatevery
citizen must possess specialised scientific knowledge.
It means cultivating a habit of reasoning, questioning
established assumptions, examining evidence and
remaining open to correction. These qualities are
equally relevant to governance, public administration,
judicial institutions and everyday civic life. A society
that values evidence over speculation and reason
over prejudice is better equipped to resist arbitrary
decisions and demand transparency from those
entrusted with public power.

The connection between scientific thinking and the
rule of law is particularly significant. The rule of law
requires thatdecisions be guided by established principles,
objective standardsand constitutionalsafeguardsrather
than personal preferences, inherited prejudices or the
whims of those inauthority. Scientificreasoning reinforces
precisely this approach: conclusions must be supported
by evidence, procedures must be rational and claims
must withstand scrutiny.

Educational institutions have a crucial responsibility
innurturing this outlook. Universities must go beyond
producing graduates and awarding degrees. They must
encourage intellectual independence, promote debate,
develop analytical abilities and create an environment
where questioning iswelcomed rather than discouraged.
The graduationof 1,469 students at the 12th convocation
ofthe University of Science and Technology Meghalaya
is a reminder that the true measure of education lies
not merely in the number of degrees conferred, butin
the quality of minds shaped.

This responsibility extends beyond classrooms.
Families, publicinstitutions, governments and the media
mustcollectively promote rational discourse and resist
the spread of misinformation. Scientific temper is also
a constitutional duty under Article 51A(h), which calls
upon every citizen to develop the scientific temper,
humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform.

At atime when misinformation, superstition and
polarised narratives can influence public opinion,
Justice Bhuyan's message assumes added importance.
Democracy cannot flourish where questioning is
discouraged and blind acceptance replaces informed
reasoning.

Remembering Visionary:
Mahant Bachittar Singh Ji

BY: TARANPREET SINGH

Every passing year reminds us of
great souls whose lives serve as a
beacon of light, guiding humanity
on the path of selfless service,
spirituality, and social upliftment.
On thesolemn occasionofthe death
anniversary of Mahant Bachittar
Singh Ji, we pause to reflect upon a
towering legacy that continues to
inspire generations. Arevered saint,
visionary leader,and humanitarian,
Mahant Bachittar Singh Jidedicated
his entire existence to preserving
faith, fostering communal harmony,
and empowering the youth through
education.

INSPIRING LEGACY:

RebuildingDeraNangaliSahib After
1947: Following the turbulent times
and devastationofthe 1947 partition,
when the historic Gurdwara Dera
Nangali Sahib in Poonch suffered
heavily, Mahant Bachittar Singh Ji
displayed unmatched resilience. He
traveled from village to village,
mobilizingtheSangat,and painstakingly
led the reconstruction of the shrine
torestoreitsglorious spiritual heritage.
Daily Excelsior

CHAMPIONING CHILDREN'S
EDUCATION

Mahant Ji strongly believed that
true empowerment comes through
knowledge. He laid special emphasis
on grooming children and youth by
expanding educational avenues,
ensuring that deserving students
fromremote and border regions could
access quality learning. Institutional
Development for the Community:
His visionary outlook transcended
spiritual boundaries into practical
welfare, Through his dedicated efforts,
major educational institutions-
including technical and professional

colleges-were established in Jammu
(such as around Digiana), changing
the academic landscape for Sikh
youth and underprivileged students.
Sikhiwiki

UPHOLDING THE TRADITION OF
LANGAR AND SEVA:

Despite severe infrastructural
challenges, including major floods
and displacement, Mahant]i ensured
that the eternal tradition of Guru Ka
Langar (community kitchen) at Dera
Nangali Sahib never stopped,
exemplifying boundless compassion
and hospitality.

LIFELONG SOURCE OFINSPIRATION

MahantBachittarSingh Jiwasmore
thanareligious head; he wasasocial
reformer who bridged faith with
societal welfare. His life taught us
that true leadership lies in serving
themarginalized and investing in the
future of our children.

As we pay our heartfelt tributes
to him on his death anniversary, let
us pledge to walk on the path shown
by him-upholding values of education,
community service, and spiritual
dedication. His noble legacywill forever
remain etched in the hearts of the
Sangat and the history of Jammu &
Kashmir.
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The people who only need four hours' sleep

\ ¢

AMANDA RUGGERI

Some people really are fine with
remarkably little sleep. But it can be
hard totellifyou're one of those people.

For as long as she can remember,
Aimee Pugh Bernard hasn't needed
much sleep. Today she tends to go to
bed around 22:00and wake up around
04:30."Tmwide awake. I cannotstay
in bed," she says.

SometimesBernard,animmunology
professorat theUniversity of Colorado,
can'tfall asleep right away. Then she'll
log only five hours' slumber.

Perhaps most surprisingly, Bernard
usually still feels energised the next
day.She'llwalk her dog, sweat through
an hour-long gym session, and clock
1.5 hours of work before 08:00. Friends
gawkat Bernard's ability to doso much
on so little sleep. But in her family,
it's normal - her father and brother
are the same.

Most of us, of course, require more.
The average adult aged 26-64 years
needs about seven to nine hours of
sleepinevery 24, according to the US
National Sleep Foundation's latest
review of the evidence.

Why there is such awide variation
in how much sleep people need has
been a long-standing mystery. Yet
over the last few years,scientists have
pinpointed a wealth of ways in which
genetics play a role. From the rare
mutations carried by people like
Bernard, to hundreds of much more
common variants, here's why some
people get away withvery little sleep.
In the future, these findings could be
used to help protect those who can't
get enough from some of the usual
consequences.

In2019, Bernard learned the likely
reason for her own sleep superpower.

Aresearchteam from the University
of California, San Francisco had
discovered a genetic mutationrelated
to sleep duration in humans. Although
the people who carried it went to bed
atfairly conventional times, they woke

upvery early, oftengetting anywhere
from four to six-and-a-half hours'
sleep a night. After sending a blood
sample totheresearchteam, Bernard
found out that she was one of them.

This rare, heritable condition is
called familial natural short sleep
(FNSS). Intheyearssince, severalother
mutationsassociated with FNSS have
been identified.

One ofthe biggest mysteries about
FNSS is that those who have it seem
"fine" onso little sleep, says theteam's
lead investigator,molecular biologist
Ying-HuiFu. Exactlywhyisstill being
worked out.

There is intriguing evidence that
FNSS-linked geneticvariations might
not only cause shortsleep but protect
those who have it from the
consequences.Thisincludes memory
impairment, for example.

One 2019 experiment led by Fu
introduced amutation linked to FNSS
in mice. The team found that the mice

with a related variant not only slept
less, but seemed to be protected from
memory deficits. Anothertest found
that mice withsome of these variants
were less likely to develop a mouse
version of Alzheimer's.

In2014, aninternational research
team investigated a pair of human
fraternal twins where one twin had
ashort-sleep mutation and the other
did not. They found that the carrier
twin regularly slept about an hour
less than their sibling. They also
discovered that whenboth twins were
kept continuously awake for38 hours,
the carrier twin had about 40% fewer
performance lapses than the other
twin.

The researchers also found some
intriguing differences between how
the two twins slept. Even though the
carrier twinslept less, he had almost
the same amount of non-REM sleep
as his brother. This includes slow-wave
or "deep" sleep, which could mean
that he was, in some ways, getting
more benefits from the sleep he did
obtain.

Still, researchinthe areaisongoing
- and critical, says Fu.

Over the last few years, there has
been increasing interest in how our
understanding of these genetic
variations could be harnessed to help
people. Within the pharmaceutical
industry, there are hopes thatone day
discoveriesabout short sleepers could
lead todrugsfortreatingsleep disorders
or help military personnel to get by
on less sleep, for example.

For that, scientists not only need
a clear idea of whether the variants
protect short sleepers from negative

consequences, but also exactly how
theydo so. Without this information,
you could wind up creating a drug
with unexpected side effects. "You
have to understand how it works,"
says Fu. "You don't want tosleep less
andthengetAlzheimer's or Parkinson's
or cancer after 10 years, or five years,
or 20 years."

While the genetic mutations
associated with FNSS are one of the
more extreme and exciting examples,
they are only a handful of those that
can shape our sleep duration.

Overall, how long we sleep for is
estimated to be anywhere from30to
65% heritable, meaning that up to 65%
of the difference in sleep duration

between us can be explained by
genetics. So far, several hundred
different parts of the genome have
been identified as influencing sleep
duration. In one new analysis that
looked at data from nearly 650,000
adults, there were around 244. (The
research has not yet been published
and is currently in preprint.)

Ifyou took any single one of these
commonmutations onits own, it would
only be linked toa difference in sleep
duration of about a minute, says the
paper's lead author, geneticistIsabelle
Austin-ZimmermanatKing's College
London.

But combined, the effects canadd
up. For the average person, genetic
differences mightaccountforaround
20minutes'difference insleep duration
betweenus, says Austin-Zimmerman.

But there hasn't yet been much
research on which of these more
common variations can help toprotect
people fromthe effectsofshortsleep.

However, a recent study led by
Chiara Petrosellini,a clinical academic
obstetrician and gynaecologist at
University College London, found
evidence of one. The research team
investigated the genetics 0f343 women
with bipolar disorder who had given
birth.

Theirgenetics were scored for their
likelihood of being a short sleeper,
based on the presence of mutations
suspected to beinvolved. Those who
scored asmostlikely to be shortsleepers
had half the risk of developing
postpartum psychosis, compared to
women who scored as least likely to
beshortsleepers. The same trend was
found for insomnia.

More studies are needed, but it's
possible that these individuals may
havedeveloped a higher tolerance to
sleepdisruptionearlierinlife, suggested
theresearchers. Thatmay be mitigating
the impact of disrupted sleep in the
postnatal period on their mood.

Unfortunately, though, being
genetically susceptible to short sleep
isn't always good for you. In fact,
research by Austin-Zimmerman and
her team on amuch larger population
(notspecifically mothers with bipolar
disorder) has found that, in general,
geneticvariants associated withshorter
sleep were associated with a higher
risk of insomnia and of feeling tired.
Theywerealso linked to various mental
and physical health conditions. This
included ADHD, depressive symptoms
and type 2 diabetes.

00 @ &



Kashmir

“Truthwesay..... comewhat may”

SRINAGAR | TUESDAY
03-NOVEMBER-2026

07

@ www.kashmirage.net ﬁ facebook.com/kashmirage € youtube.com/@kashmirAge ™ dailykashmirage@gmail.com

Rockstar Baby! How Qazi Touqeer
Turned Bigg

)

RAMEEZ BHAT

toappoint a full-time Minister

of Entertainment, itcan save
itself the trouble of conducting
auditions. Srinagar-born Qazi
Tougeer is already doing the job,
without a salary, without a script
and, most importantly, without
givinganyonea chancetounderstand
what exactly he is up to.

While other contestants enter
the Bigg Boss house with strategies,
secret alliances and carefully
prepared arguments, Qazi seems
to have entered with one
straightforward mission: entertain
the nation, confuse his housemates
and keep Instagram meme pages
busier than a Srinagar shopkeeper
during Eid shopping.

Nearly two decades after
becominga household namethrough
Fame Gurukul, Qazi has returned
to national television, but thistime

IfBigg Boss 20 ever decides

® 00 o

his biggest competition is not
anothersinger.Itis the entire meme
industry. The man who once
competed for musical recognition
is now producing comedy content
at a speed that would make
professional comedians consider
changing careers.

And the best part? He doesn’t
even seem to realise how much
entertainment he is providing.

His signature declaration, “lam
a Rockstar, baby!”, has become
something of a national anthem
amonghisadmirers.The catchphrase,
accompanied by his trademark hand
gestures, has travelled from
television screens to Instagram
reels, Facebook memes and
WhatsApp groups. Even Salman
Khan has imitated his style. At this
point, Qazi is not merely promoting
himself; he is building a brand.
Someone should probably inform
the local printing shops in Kashmir
before theystartproducing Rockstar
Baby T-shirts without paying him
royalties.

His popularity has also created
afamiliarKashmirisituation: people
may disagree about politics, cricket,
traffic and even the price of
vegetables, butwhen Qazideclares
himselfa Rockstar, everyone seems
to have an opinion.

However, his real talentbecame
evidentwhenhe decided toexplain
Gen-Zrelationship terminology to
Olympic boxing champion Mary
Kom.Thediscussion involved words

such assituationship and benching.
Whatfollowed was lessof an English
lesson and more of a linguistic
emergency.

According to Qazi, asituationship
involves two people travelling on
a ship, getting intoa situation and
eventuallybecomingstranded when
the ship stops somewhere in the
ocean. Benching, meanwhile,
apparently means a boy sitting on
abenchwhilea girl liesunderneath,
cleaning his shoes.

At that point, even the Oxford
Dictionary might have considered
applying for early retirement.

One can only imagine what
would happen if Qazi were invited
to teachEnglish in a government
school in Kashmir. Students would
enter the classroom expecting
grammarand leave witha complete
geography lessoninvolving ships,
oceans, benches and confused
relationships.

Social media immediately
connected his explanations with
Prafulfromthelegendary television
comedy Khichdi. The comparison
was almost unavoidable. Just
imagine Hansa asking, “Praful, yeh
situationship kya hota hai?” and
Praful replying, “Hansa, jab do log
ship mein situation banate hain.”
Qaziwould probably appear from
behind the sofa to add that the ship
had stopped in the middle of the
ocean.

Thedifference is that Praful had
Hansa to confuse.Qazi has anentire

nation.

Then came his Oscar-level
performance. During one dramatic
episode inside the house, Qazi
deliberately started behaving
strangely, leavingfellow contestants
wondering whether something had
gone wrong. Once they moved away;,
he revealed that he had been
controlling his laughter and acting
for the audience. He proudly
described his performance as Oscar-
worthy and claimed that he was
entertaining 100 crore people.

people and speaks an entirely
different version of English. He is
notacontestant. Heis Commando
Qazi!”

EvenBollywood actiondirectors
might struggle to come up with a
more entertaining character.

His supporters have also taken
his popularity beyond the television
screen, promoting him through
Times Square billboards and
international campaigns. His
followers, popularly known as the
Qazi Army, are so enthusiastic that

Boss into a Comedy Circus

toall this. Not everyone appreciates
his dramatic behaviour, and his
style has attracted both criticism
and admiration. Butrealitytelevision
thrives onpersonalities that create
reactions. In a house where
contestants sometimes spend an
entire day planning how to start
an argument, Qazi has managed
to turn even a discussion about
English vocabulary into a national
comedy event.

Whether he wins the Bigg Boss
trophy remains uncertain. But his

His signature declaration, ‘| am a Rockstar, baby!”, has become
something of a national anthem among his admirers. The
catchphrase, accompanied by his trademark hand gestures, has
travelled from television screens to Instagram reels, Facebook
memes and WhatsApp groups. Even Salman Khan has imitated his
style. At this point, Qazi is not merely promoting himself: he is
building a brand. Someone should probably inform the local
printing shops in Kashmir before they start producing Rockstar
Baby T-shirts without paying him royalties.

For the contestants, it was a
matter of concern. For the viewers,
itwas comedy. For meme creators,
itwas nothingshortof agovernment-
approved employment scheme.

One can imagine Bollywood
casting directors watching the
episode and wondering why they
have spent yearssearchingfor actors
when aready-made superstar has
been available since 2005. Forget
auditions, acting schools and
workshops. Just give Qazi a camera,
ask him to look serious and wait
for the Oscars committee to call.

Then arrived the NASAchapter,
perhaps the most scientifically
ambitious episode of his Bigg Boss
journey.

Qazi's claims about his
extraordinary energy, including
his humorous assertion that he had
slept for barely an hour in three
days and was still full of energy,
led him to suggest that scientists
should study him. He even joked
about being around 140 years old.
Salman Khan joined the fun by
calling him Scientist Qaziand joking
about NASA’s interest in him.

Now, Kashmir has many things
to offer the world: breathtaking
mountains, beautifullakes, saffron,
apples and some of the finest
hospitality. But apparently, we have
also produced a man who can
challenge the entire sleep industry.

Imagine NASAscientists arriving
in Chenth with sophisticated
equipment, only to discover that
Qazi's secret is simply Rockstar
energy. Scientistswould be checking
hissleep cycle while his neighbours
would probably be askingwhether
he has had his noon tea.

Hisfanstookthe joke to another
level by carrying his promotional
posters to the public visitor centre
atSpaceCenter Houston, associated
with NASA's Johnson Space Center.
It was a fan campaign, not an
official NASA endorsement, but
the photographs provided another
round of entertainment. For a
moment, it seemed that Kashmir
had finally found someone capable
ofreaching space without needing
a rocket.

And just when the audience
thought the Rockstarhad exhausted
his characters, Commando Qazi
arrived.

His energetic movements,
dramatic expressions and
unpredictable performances have
inspired action-hero-style editson
social media. In these imaginary
films, fellow contestantsarevillains,
nominations are national
emergencies and every argument
requiresaspecial militaryoperation.

Thetrailerwould probablysound
something like this:

“Whenthe nominations begin,
when the arguments get serious,
when the housemates lose their
patience, one man stands between
the nation and boredom. He sleeps
for one hour, performsfor 100crore

the Bigg Boss house sometimes
looks less like a reality show and
more like an election campaign.
At thisrate, the Qazi Army may
soon release an election manifesto
promising free entertainment,
uninterrupted Rockstar declarations,
compulsory laughter and a
situationship dictionary in every
household.
or Kashmiris. ho

is something more meaningful
aboutwatchingQazirepresentthe
Valley on a national platform. His
journey from Chenth to national
television has generated excitement
among people back home. His
exchange with fellow Kashmiri
contestant Farrhana Bhatt, when
the two switched to Kashmiri and
spoke about the Valley, was
particularly enjoyable.

Farrhana’s encouragement to
bring the trophy home sounded
almost like an officialmessage from
Kashmir.One could imagine people
inthe Valley watchingthat moment
and saying, “Bas, hun kya, trophy
yethiv Kashmiras manz!” (Now,
just bring the trophy to Kashmir!)

The conversation also gave the
Kashmirilanguage some welcome
national television exposure. After
all,if Qazi canintroducethe country
to hisowninterpretation of English,
hemightaswell introduce everyone
to the beauty of Kashmiri.

His story also takes us back to
2005, whenhe won Fame Gurukul
alongside Ruprekha Banerjee.
Another contestant from that
competition, Arijit Singh, went on
to become one of India’s biggest
playback singers. Bothtookdifferent
roadsafter the show. Arijitconquered
the music industry with his voice,
while Qazihasreturned totelevision
to conquer meme pages with his
expressions, explanations and
extraordinary confidence.

Thereis,of course,a serious side

contribution to the meme economy
isalready substantial. Somewhere,
an Instagram administrator is
probably thankinghim for ensuring
that the page will never run out of
content. Another meme creator
might even be praying that Qazi
gets more screen time because the
monthly content calendar is
practically writing itself.

imaginary benches to Oscar
performances, NASA investigations
and Commando Qazi missions, his
journey has become an
entertainment package that nobody
ordered but everybody seems to
be discussing.

Perhaps the biggestironyisthat
Qazientered thetelevisionindustry
as a singer and has returned as a
walking comedy franchise. His fans
want a trophy, NASA has become
partof the running joke, Bollywood
has apotentialactionheroandsocial
media has found its favourite
supplier of free content.

And somewhere in Chenth,
people are probably watchingevery
episode, discussing his latest
performance over a cup of noon
chai and wondering what he will
come up with next.

One thing is certain: Kashmir
has produced many famous
personalities, but QaziTougeer may
bethefirstman tomakesituationship
sound like a geography chapter,
sleeping one hour sound like a
scientific achievementand calling
himself a Rockstar sound like a
national emergency.

Bigg Boss has contestants.
Kashmir has Qazi. And the meme
industry has absolutely no
complaints.

“I am a Rockstar, baby!”

Bas,yichhuQazi! Theshow may
belong to Bigg Boss, but the
entertainment department clearly
belongs to Chenth.
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TajGVK renamed Krishna GVK Luxury Hotels;
to continue operatmg under Taj brand

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI, NOV 2: TajGVK Hotels and Resorts Ltd
on Monday announced that its new name, Krishna GVK
Luxury Hotels, has taken effect following a change in
ownership of the hospitality player.

The name change came into effect after the Ministry
ofCorporate Affairsissueda fresh Certificate of Incorporation
to the company on October 30.

Indian Hotels Company Limited (IHCL) sold its entire
25.52 per cent stake in TajGVK Hotels and Resorts to the

GVK-Bhupal promoter familyand [HCL's nominee directors

stepped down from the Board on December 30, 2025.
However, [HCL will continue to operate the hotels in

its portfolio under the Taj brand through long-term hotel

management agreements.

Formed in 1995 as a joint venture between the GVK-
Bhupal family and Tata Group-owned IHCL, the company
isnowowned and led entirely by the promoter family.

"The newname, Krishna GVK Luxury Hotels Ltd, reflects

this structure and the company's focus on the luxury
segment. While the corporate name has changed, the
hotels themselves remain Taj. IHCL continues to operate
all our hotels in the portfolio under the Taj brand through
long-term hotel management agreements, and guests,
employeesand partnerswillsee no changeinbrand,service
orstandards,"Krishna GV Luxury Hotels said in a statement.

KrishnaGVK currentlyownssix operating hotelsacross

Hyderabad, Chennai, Chandigarh and Mumbai; TajKrishna,
Taj Deccan and Vivanta Begumpetin Hyderabad; Taj Club
House in Chennai; and Taj Chandigarh and Taj Santacruz
in Mumbai.

The next phase of growth begins in Bengaluru. Taj
Yelahankawill be thefirst hotel to open under the Krishna
GVK name, taking the portfolio to seven hotels. It follows
the same model as the rest of the portfolio 4€" owned by
Krishna GVK and operated by IHCL under the Taj brand,
the company stated.

Krishna Bhupal,Joint Managing Director,said, "Krishna
GVKis built to grow, with a clear focus on expanding our
portfolio into India's high-potential hotel markets. Taj
Yelahanka, a256-key luxuryhotel, will be thefirst to open
underour new name towards the end of November, taking
usintoBengaluru,one of India's mostdynamic hotel markets.
Even after completing this landmark property, our net
debtremains minimal, and our strong balance sheet puts
us in a great position to pursue growth through both
organic and inorganic routes."

India's manufacturing sector
activity growth easesin Oct on softer
rise in output, new orders

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI, NOV 2:
India's manufacturingsector
activity growth eased in
October as output and new
orders rose at softer rates,
while moderate costpressures
provided support and a buffer

further sharp rise in new
business. Growth eased only
marginally from September's
seven-month high and
remained strong by historical
standards, the survey said.

India's manufacturing
sector kept up a strong
expansion in October even

against a sharper decline, a
monthly survey said on
Monday.

The seasonally adjusted
HSBC India Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers' Index
(PMI) fell to 54.7 in October
from 55.1in September. Still,
itremainedabove its long-run
averageand comfortably above
the neutral mark of 50.0.

In the Purchasing
Managers' Index (PMI),a print
above 50 means expansion,
whileascorebelow50denotes
contraction.

Asustained improvement
indemand wasreflectedina

though outputand new orders
increased at a milder pace.
Firms continued to add jobs
andbuildinventories,although
hiring was subdued and
business confidenceweakened.

"India's manufacturing
PMIsoftenedto54.7 inOctober
from 55.1 in the previous
month, but remained firmly
in

expansionary territory
and above its long-run
average,"said PranjulBhandari,
ChiefIndiaEconomistat HSBC.

Bhandari further said that
"stronginternationaldemand
pushed growthof new export

orders to a six-month high,
supporting a robust rise in
output. Producers also
increased input inventories
tothegreatestextentineight
months, building
precautionary buffers to
mitigate potential shortages
and meet rising production
requirements amida volatile
global environment."

Companiesreportedgains
from a broad range of
destinations, including
Bangladesh,Canada,Indonesia,
Nepal, Oman, Saudi Arabia,
Sri Lanka, the UK, theUSand
UAE.

On the job front, higher
productionrequirements and
risingworkloadsencouraged
asecond successive monthly
increase  in  factory
employment, but the pace of
job creation eased.

Notwithstanding continued
demand growth, business
confidence slipped from
Septemberand remained below
its long-run average. Close to
18 per cent of manufacturers
anticipated higher outputover
the coming year, while the
remainder were neutral.
Meanwhile, cost pressures
moderated acrossall three broad
areas of India'smanufacturing
industry monitoredbythe PMI
survey.

Coal India's arm
files IPO papers with SEBI;
promoter to offload shares

producers.

It produced 176.29
million tonnes of coal in
FY26, accounting for 16.94
per cent of the country's
total coal production, DRHP
said citing a Crisil report.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI, NOV 2:
SouthEastern Coalfields Ltd
(SECL),anarm of Coal India
Ltd, has filed preliminary
papers with markets

billion tonnes, accounting
foraround 11.50 per centof
India's total coalgeological
resources.

Itsaudited coalreserves
stood at4.61 billiontonnes,
sufficient to sustain
production for around 26
years at FY26 levels,
according to thedraftpapers.

ItsGevraand Kusmunda
opencast mines in
Chhattisgarh's  Korba
coalfield are among the
world's largest coal mines.

As of September 30,
2026, the company operated
53 producing mines,

regulator Sebi for its Initial
Public Offering (IPO).

The proposed IPO is
entirely an Offer For Sale
(OFS) of up to 66.81 crore

equitysharesbyitspromoter  in
production increased 5.25
per cent to 176.29 million
tonnesinFY26from 167.49
million tonnes in the

CoalIndiawith nofreshissue
component, according to
the Draft Red Herring
Prospectus (DRHP) dated

November 1. preceding fiscal. from operations to Rs
Sincetheissueisentirely The company was 16,5937 crore for the six
anOFS, SECLwillnotreceive  accorded ~ Miniratna  months ended September

any proceeds from the
offering, with the entire
proceeds going to Coal India.

Incorporated in 1985
and headquartered in
Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh, SECL
isamong India's largestcoal

It is the second-largest
coal-producing subsidiary
of Coal India, contributing
22.95 per cent to the parent
company's total production

Category-Istatusin March
2007 and completed40years

of coal mining operations  ago period.

in 2025. Itsnetprofitneartydoubled
AsofApril 1,2026,SECL  toRs2,174.3 crore during the

had total coal geological period from Rs 1,140.9 crore

resources of about 47.55  ayear earlier.

comprising 19opencastand
34 underground mines,
across 13 operating areas
in the Korba, Mand-Raigarh
and CentralIndia coalfields.

Opencast mines
accounted for 93.64 per cent
of its total coal production
in FY26.0n the financial
front, SECL reported a37.6
percentincrease inrevenue

FY26.SECL's  coal

30, 2026, compared with
Rs15,090.2croreinthe year-

Reliance shares surge
over 7 pc; market valuation
jumps by Rs 1lakh cr on
record quarterly profit

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI, Nov 2: Shares of
Reliance IndustriesonMonday surged
over7 per cent after thefirmposted
arecord quarterly profitofRs 29,550
crore for July-September, up 33.8
per cent from a year earlier.

The bellwether stock jumped
712 per cent to Rs 1,246.45 on the
BSE.At the NSE, it climbed 6.79 per
centtoRs 1,244.The company's market
valuation went up by Rs 1,00,208.45
crore to Rs 16,74,786.99 crore.

Reliance was the biggest gainer
among the Sensex and Nifty firms
during early trade, driving therally
in the equity market. The 30-share
BSE Sensex jumped 935.82 points
t075,390.02.The 50-share NSENifty
surged 248.15 points to 23,300.05.

Reliance Industries Ltd on Friday
posted a record quarterly profit of
Rs29,550crore for July-September,
up 33.8 per cent from a year earlier,

asits oil-to-chemicals business rode
a surge in global fuel margins and
growthinitstelecom armoffset the
relatively subdued performance in
retail.

Profit after tax, including share
of associates and joint ventures, in
the same period last year was Rs
22,092 crore, Net profitattributable
to owners of the company was up
40 per cent at Rs 25,548 crore.

Consolidated revenue rose 27.8
per cent to Rs 362,268 crore, and
EBITDA climbed 23.9 per cent to a
record Rs 62,409 crore.The latest
profit also surpassed the previous
quarter'sRs23,196 crore, making it
a record for the country's largest
listed company by market
capitalisation.The strong earnings
were driven primarily by a sharp
recovery in theoil-to-chemicals(02C)
business, where elevated
transportation fuel cracks and
improved petrochemical margins
boosted profitability.

India, EU discuss FTA
implementation issues

Press Trust Of India

NEWDELHI, Nov2: Indiaand
the European Union havediscussed
implementationissuesofthefree
trade agreement (FTA), whichis
scheduledfor signinginDecember,
an official statement said on
Monday.

The issues were discussed
during the visit of Commerce
Secretary Rajesh Agarwal to
Brussels last week.

Agrawal met with Ditte Juul
Jorgensen from the Directorate-
General for Trade and Economic
Security; Koen Doens from the
Directorate-General for
International Partnerships; and

Gerassimos Thomas from the
Directorate-General for Taxation
and Customs Union, European
Commission.

The meetings, according to
thecommerce ministry, focused
on customs cooperation, trade
facilitation, and preparations for
theimplementation of the India-
EU FTA.

"Both sides recognised the
importance of efficient,
transparent,and digitally enabled
customs procedures insupporting
businesses,

reducing transaction costs,
and ensuring the smooth
movement of legitimate trade,"
it said.

Sensex jumps 765 points during early trade on
sharp rally in Reliance shares, decline in oil prices

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI, Nov 2: Stock
market benchmark indices
SensexandNifty surged inearly
trade on Monday, driven by a
sharp rally in bellwether
Reliance Industries post
earnings announcement and
cooling crude oil prices.

Foreign fund inflows and
apositive trend inAsian equities
also added to the markets
optimism during the initial
trading The30-shareBSE Sensex
jumped 764.72 points to
75,216.80 in early trade. The
50-share NSE Nifty surged

20140 points to 23,255.90.
Fromthe 30 Sensex firms,
Reliancelndustries jumped over
6 percentafterthe firmposted
arecord quarterly profit of Rs
29,550 croreforJuly-September,
up 33.8 per cent from a year
earlier, as its oil-to-chemicals

businessrodeasurgeinglobal
fuel marginsand growthin its
telecomarm oftset the relatively
subdued performanceinretail.

NTPC, Tata Steel, Power
Grid, Marutiand State Bank of
India were also among the
gainers.

SunPharma, TechMahindra,
Titanand Infosys were trading
lower.Brent crude, the global
oil benchmark, traded 3 per
centloweratUSD 110perbarrel.

"Theslightcoolingof Brent
crude prices from last week's
high of USD 118toUSD 110 now
isarelief. Equally importantis
the decline in the US 10-year
bond yield to4.93 percent.But,
perhaps, moreimportantthan
these external tailwinds, is the
sharpweakeningofthe Al trade
whichpulled downthe Nasdaq
by 2.8 per cent last Friday.
Weakening trend in Al trade
is beneficial for India.

Rupee falls 21 paise to 94.97
against US dollar in early trade

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI,NOV2; The rupee
depreciated 21 paise to 94.97
against the US dollar in early
tradeonMonday pressured by
the broad strength of the
American currency in the
overseas market.

Forextraders saida positive

USD 720billion," said Anindya
Banerjee, Head of Commuodity
and Currency Research, Kotak
NEO.

Banerjee further noted that
softer crude would help the
rupee; renewed oil strength
would push USDINR towards
the upper end.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,

domestic marketand softening
of crude oil prices cushioned
the downside.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened at 94.90, then fell to
94,97 against the US dollar,
registering afallof 21 paise from

its previous close.

On Friday, the rupee had
settled at 94.76 against the
American currency.

"USDINR is likely to trade

within 94.403€"95.60 after
endingOctobernear94.95.RBI
measuresand market operations
have helped contain volatility,
supported byreservesof around

which gauges the greenback's
strength againstabasket of six
currencies,wastradingat 101.94,
higher by 0.07 per cent.

Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, was trading lower
by 3.07 per cent atUSD 109.95
per barrel in futures trade.

PhonePe Invest witnesses 50 pc growth in new customer additions

Press Trust Of India

BENGALURU, NOV 2: PhonePe Invest, the
investingandtradingplatform of PhonePe, witnessed
strong customergrowth in October 2026, with the
baseline of platform registrations increasing by
80 per centand new customer additions rising by
50 per cent.

The growth follows the platform'’s evolution
from Share. Market to PhonePe Invest in October
2026, alongside the introduction of new tools and
capabilities aimed at empowering investors with
deep, actionable insights on their portfolios.

A key addition to the platform is Portfolio
Optimiser,aholistic portfolio intelligence tool that
brings together three capabilities -- Build, Review
and Optimise - - within a unified experience. The
tool addresses three key needs of retail investors.
Build -simplifies the investment jour ney for beginners
by guiding them through portfolio construction.

Review - offersdeeper portfolio analyticsand  health

® 00 ©

research-backed insights toinvestors to assess the

of their investments not only on PhonePe  place.

Invest but also of all other demat accounts in one

cost.

better-rated stocks.

PhonePe Invest users can seamlessly import
holdings from all demat accounts and view their
consolidated portfolio in one place. This provides
a holistic view of portfolio health, asset allocation
and sectorexposure,alongwithinsights to identify
under-rated assetsand concentration risks at zero

Optimise - take one click action to optimise
the portfolio by swapping under-rated stocks with

Speakingabout the development, Vijay Ajmera,
Head of Business, PhonePe Invest said, "We are
encouraged by the response to PhonePe Invest's
evolutionand the early traction we are seeing from
thecustomers. The growthin new customer additions
reinforces our belief that there is an opportunity
tobuildamore comprehensive investing experience
that goes beyond enabling transactions.”

He further added, "We believe the next phase
of investingis also about helping people to better
understand, evaluate and manage their investments.

every Indian.

With capabilities such as Portfolio Optimiser, we
aim to democratise research-backed portfolio
insights and tools and make them accessible for

"By enabling users to review consolidated
holdings across multiple demat accounts, we help

them make informed decisions while remaining

in control of their investment decisions. As we
build outPhonePe Invest, we will continue tolaunch

asuite of powerful new features for smartinvesting

set of users.

for every Indian investor."

With this evolution, the platform brings its
investingand wealth offerings underthe PhonePe
brand, making investing more accessible toawider

PhonePe Invest offers access to a range of
investment products, including stocks, ETFs,IPOs,
mutual funds and Futures & Options (F&O),
complemented by research-backedtoolsand insights
designedtosupportinvestors across different stages
of their investment journey. (PTI)
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Missionary school
principal booked for’
raping’ tribal woman in
Jharkhand’s Godda

Press Trust Of India

GODDA,NOV2 :Policebooked aprincipal ofa private
missionary school forallegedly rapinga tribal woman
in Jharkhand's Godda district,an officer said on Monday.

Theincidenttook place within Sunderpaharipolice
station limits. Based on the statement of the tribal
woman, an FIR was lodged on Sunday under multiple
sections of the BNS.

"We have booked Thomas Soren (32), the principal
of amissionaryschool, for raping and sexually exploiting
a 40-year-old woman cook. The victim has been sent
to a government hospital for medical examination on
Monday,” Sunderpaharipolice station officer-in-charge
Vidhanchandra Patel told PTI.

Thevictim wasemployedasacookinthe principal's
kitchen, whileherhusbandcookedfor theschool children,
he said.

"Thevictim was sexuallyexploited by the accused
for over four to five months. During this period, she
became pregnant, and the accused gave her abortion
pills. Aftertakingthe pills, her healthdeteriorated, and
she was admitted toa hospital," theOCsaid."Theaccused
allegedly threatened the woman against disclosing
the incidentto anyone,andifshe disclosed it, hewould
expel theirchild from the school and also remove them
fromtheir jobs," another officer said.Police have launched
a detailed investigation into the matter. The accused
is currently absconding. Teams are conducting raids
to apprehend him, the officer added.

Press Trust Of India

official of the Lokayuktha's office and

NEW DELHI,NOV2 :The Supreme
Court has cancelled the anticipatory
bail given to IPS officer Srinath Joshi
Mahadev,accused of allegedlyabusing
his official position in a corruption
casebeinginvestigatedbythe Karnataka
Lokayuktha Police.

Setting aside the Karnataka High
Court'santicipatory bail order,a bench
of Justices Sanjay Kumar and Sanjeev
Sachdeva on October 29 directed
Mahadev to surrender within three
weeks from the date of its order. The
apex court clarified that he would be
at liberty to seek regular bail before
the appropriate court in accordance
with law.

The bench had allowed an appeal
filed by the Karnataka Lokayuktha
Police challenging the high court's
September1,2025 order granting pre-
arrest bail to Mahadev, who was then
serving as a superintendent of police
in the Lokayuktha.

Referringto the material procured
by the prosecution, the bench said it
warranted “deeperexamination” and
“the high court was not justified in
foreclosing the possibility of custodial
interrogation by granting anticipatory
bail to the respondent”.

The case stems from an FIR
registered on June 2, 2025 under the
Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988.

Initially, the FIR named only
Ningappa Savantha,adismissed police
constable, as an accused.

According to the prosecution,
Savantha allegedly impersonated an

extorted moneyfrom public servants
by threatening them. Mahadev was
subsequently implicated in the case
on the basis of disclosures made by

SC cancels anticipatory
bail granted to Kamataka IPS
officer in corruption case

officerinaninstitution established to
combat corruption.

"The very objective of the
Lokayuktha'sestablishmentis to check
corruption,"thebench observed, adding

Savanthaandwas arraignedas accused
No.2.

The prosecution alleged that the
two accused were in contactwitheach
other and that Savantha frequently
visited the Lokayukthaoffice to meet
Mahadev.

During the investigation, two
mobile phone handsets were seized
from Mahadev.

Thetop courtnoted thatthedevices
were found to have been tampered
with and extensively damaged.

They were subsequently sent to
the Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL)
for examination, but the report was
still awaited when the high court
granted him anticipatory bail.

The top court observed that the
allegationsagainst Mahadevwarranted
serious consideration, particularly in
view of his position as a senior police

thatthe allegationthatanofficer serving
within the institution was himself
involved in corruptionrequired serious
examination.

The courtalsosaid Mahadev, being
asenior officer of the uniformed service,
could notclaim parity withanordinary
individual seeking protection from
investigation and arrest.

Mahadev had approached the
special court seeking anticipatory bail,
but his applications were rejected. He
subsequently moved the Karnataka
High Court, which granted him relief
inSeptemberlastyearThe high court
took into consideration the fact that
Mahadev had appeared before the
investigating officer in response to a
notice and had not been arrested. It
consequently observed thatthere was
no apprehension of his arrest and
granted him anticipatory bail.

Delhi HC stays JNU
order dismissing
professor and Congress MP

Akoijam from services

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI, NOV 2 :The Delhi
High Court on Monday stayed the
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU)
administration’s decisiontoterminate
the services of professor Angomcha
Bimol Akoijam over allegations of
sexual harassment.

Justice Anup ] Bhambhaniissued
notice to the university on Akoijam's
petition challenging the dismissal
orderand listed the case forhearing
in January.

Akoijam --the Congress MPfrom
the Inner Manipur Lok Sabha seat
--was a professoratthe JNU's School
of Social Sciences.

Accordingtoreports, atleast 11
female students filed sexual
harassment complaints against the
professor in May. The complainants
alleged that Akoijaminvited students

to his campus residence under the
pretext of meetings or gatherings
and attempted to sexually harass
them.Somestudentshavealsoalleged
that he made obscene and
inappropriateremarks during classes.

On October 9, JNU dismissed
Akoijamover the sexual harassment
complaints.The termination order,
signed by Vice-ChancellorSantishree
D Pandit, said the university'sinternal
complaints committee hadconducted
an inquiry and recommended
disciplinary action based on its
findings.

"Uponfollowingthe due process
and considering all available facts
and as perthereportofthe Internal
Committee, the punishment of
dismissal from the services of the
university is hereby imposed,” the
order stated.The Congress MP has
denied all allegations.

Sexual harassment
case: Minor victim identifies
granite baron Veeramani
during prison parade

Press Trust Of India

CHENNAI, NOV 2 :A minor victim
identified the mainaccused, granite baron
R Veeramani,inanallegedsexualharassment
case during an identification parade

also been remanded to Puzhal Central
Prison, were identified as Shanthi,
Mahendrasimhan, Lasar, Ganesan, Babu,
Parthiban,and Sakthivel,an official release
said on Monday.
Formalarrestswererecorded onOctober

Press Trust Of India

5 held for murder

TUTICORIN (TN), NOV 2 :Five people,
including a DMK functionary, have been
arrestedin connection withthebrutal murder
ofa VCK functionary ata petrol pump here,

of VCK functionaryin TN's
Tuticorin over banner row

of flex banners on the Sottaiyan Thoppu
main road.

The fatal attack occurred around 6 am
on November 1. Balamurugan had gone to
a fuel outlet on Sethupathi Road to refuel
his two-wheelerwhen afive-member gang

arriving on two motorcycles
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conductedatPuzhal CentralPrison, police
said.

Veeramani,whoalready haseightcases
pending against him, is among eight
individualsarrested by the Greater Chennai
Police's Anti-Vice Squad for multiple cases
of sexual harassment against minors, they
said.

Theotherarrested suspects,whohave

cases

28 for Veeramani inthree of the eight
registered cases, and for Shanthi,
Mahendrasimhan,andLasarinone
case.Advancing the probe, police
authorities conducted raids at the
Kolathur residence of Ganesan and
a dance school run by Shanthi in
Neelankarai. Crucial evidencerelated
totheinvestigationwasseized during
these searches, the release said.
To prevent the suspects from
fleeing the country, Look Out Circular

(LOC) notices have been issued against
the accused connected to Veeramani's
. Authorities are also taking action
toimpound the passport of anindividual
named Prakash, who allegedly assisted
Veeramani in attempting to cover up his
crimes before fleeing abroad, and efforts
arecurrentlyunderwayto bring him back
to India.

police said on Monday.

The Police apprehended all five suspects
withinsix hoursof the incident after reviewing
CCTV footage from the fuel station.

Thedeceased, Balamurugan (40), was a
formerVCK unionsecretaryfor Ottapidaram
who ran avegetable shop and worked as a
van driver.

Accordingto the police, the murderwas
the fallout of a dispute over the placement

surrounded him. They hacked him
withsickles,and he died onthe spot.
The Thalamuthunagar police
recovered the body and sent it to
the TuticorinGovernment Hospital
for a post-mortem examination.
Based on a complaint filed by
Balamurugan's wife, Sudha, a case
B was registered at  the
M Thalamuthunagar police station.
The incident triggered tension
in the highly populated area. Hundreds of
locals and relatives of the victim staged a
road blockade onthe Sottaiyan Thoppumain
road, disrupting traffic and demanding
immediate action against the killers. The
protest was withdrawn after senior police
officialsheld talksand assured them of swift
arrests. Over 200 police personnel havebeen
deployed in the area as a precautionary
measure.

Manallegedly kills
mother, wife and two
childreninBhopal, ends life
onrailway tracks nearby

Press Trust Of India

BHOPAL, NOV 2: Four members of a family
were found with their throats slit at their home
inMalikhediareaof MadhyaPradeshcapital Bhopal
on Monday, while their kin, suspected to have
killed them, was found dead on a railway track,

a police official said.

Theofficial saiditis suspected that Narendra
Sahu(35)killed hismother Saraswati(50), daughter

Kirti (10), wife Somlata

(29) and son Kush (6) in their house under
ChholaMandirpolice stationlimits with asharp-
edged weapon before jumping in front of a train

under Sukhi Sewania police station area.

Bhopal Zone Deputy Commissioner of Police
Adarshkanth Shukla,whowas present atthe crime
scene, told PTIthat the throats of all four victims

had been slit.

He added that police were notified about the

incident around 12:30 pm.

A forensic team was examining the crime
scene, after which the bodies would be sent for

post mortem, the DCP said.

Sukhi Sewania police station house officer
Arun Sharma told PTIthat the body of Narendra
Sahuisbeingsentfor postmortem after completion

of formalities.
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61 illegal immigrants, mostly
Bangladeshis, detained in Ahmedabad

ahed of Diwali: Police

said on Monday.

AHMEDABAD, NOV 2 :The
Ahmedabad CrimeBranch hasdetained
61illegalimmigrants, predominantly
from Bangladesh, during a city-wide
crackdownahead of the Diwali festivities
aimed atensuring publicsafety, police

Legal procedures for deportation
ofthe detained personswere underway,
the Crime Branch said in a press note.

The drive was conducted through
intelligence gathering and coordinated
raids across multiple zones of the city
to identify foreign nationals residing

in Indiaillegally, it said.

season, the police said.

The operation, which resulted in
the detentionof61illegalimmigrants,
was aimed at strengthening public
safety and security ahead of the festive

Verificationdrives and legal action
against illegal immigrants would

continue, they said.

Last year, the Ahmedabad police
detained more than 200 Bangladeshi
nationals allegedly living illegally in
differentparts ofthecity.InApril 2025,
following the Pahalgam terror attack
inJammu and Kashmir, the city police
raided the Chandola Lake area and
detainedover 200 Bangladeshinationals
residing there illegally with the help
of a local strongman, officials earlier
said.In another operation in October
last year, police detained 17 Bangladeshi
women livingillegally in rented houses
in different localities of the Sola area
byconcealingtheiridentities, theysaid.

Drunk truck driver, handyman
attack personnel inside police
stationin Assam’s Nagaon

Press Trust Of India

Police Station in Assam's Nagaon district, officials said
onMondayTheirtruckallegedlyhit avehiclein Sonaribali
areaon National Highway-127, which connects Kaliabor
and Nagaon, around 11 pm on Sunday and fled.

Acting on information, a team from Samaguri Police
Station intercepted the truck and brought the driver and

NAGAON (ASSAM), NOV 2: Four police personnel
were injured after they were attacked allegedly by a
drunk truck driver and a handyman inside Samaguri

said.

handyman to the policestation forinterrogation.During
questioning, the two, allegedly under the influence of
alcohol, attacked the police personnel, a senior officer

Delhi court

grants CBI

2 days' transit remand of

Press Trust Of India

Sourah Chandrakar

NEW DELHI, NOV 2 :A Delhi
court on Monday granted the CBI
two days of transit remand of
Sourabh Chandrakar, alleged
kingpin in the Rs 6,000-crore
Mahadev online bettingapp case.

Principal District and Sessions
Judge Nikhil Chopra allowed the
agency's plea seeking the transit
remand to produce Chandrakar
before a special court in Raipur,
Chhattisgarh.

Chandrakar'scounselopposed
the agency's plea, saying his client
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had been extradited from Oman
in the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) case and
not in the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) case.

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED)said thatanon-bailablewarrant
(NBW) hadalso beenissued against
Chandrakarinthemoney laundering
case, and so it also wanted toarrest
him.Earlier on Sunday, the CBI
extradited Chandrakar from Oman.

Chandrakar is wanted in two
(CBIcasesand one ED case in which
chargesheets have already been
filed.

Thane, Hingoli, Pune and Beed
courts receive homb threat emails;
nothing suspicious found

Press Trust Of India

THANEHINGOLI/PUNE, NOV
2 Thedistrictand sessions courts
in Maharashtra's Pune, Thane,
Hingoli and Beed received emails
threatening bomb blasts on the
premises on Monday, triggering a
security scare and a police search.

Police said nothing suspicious
wasfound onthe premises of courts
in Thane, Hingoli and Beed, while
asearchisunderway at thedistrict
and sessions courtin Shivajinagar,
Pune.

According to police, the court
buildingin Thane city was evacuated
intheafternoonastheofficereceived
amessage thatabombwouldexplode
at3.30 pm.

"Personnel from Thane Nagar
police stationevacuated theentire
court complex. Judges, advocates
and other staffers were safely led
out of the premises. A dog squad
and BDDS personnel then carried
out athorough search," an official
informed.

Thesearchis underway, though
nothingsuspicious has beenfound
so far, he added.

In Pune, the Shivajinagar court
premiseswere evacuated afterthe
court administration received a
bomb threat, a Pune Police officer
said.

"The court administration

received abombthreat through an
email statingthatabomb has been
placed in the court building.

"After receiving the mail, the
court premises were evacuated,
the Bomb Detection & Disposal
Squad (BDDS)has been summoned,
and the search for any suspected
object is on," he said.

In Hingoli in the Marathwada
region,an email threatening to blow
upthecourtbuilding came to light
after the court opened in the
morning,

The court authorities
immediately informed the police,
following which a police team,
accompanied bythe BDDS, rushed
tothe spot and launched a thorough
search.

A police official said the email
might have been a hoax, adding
that the Hingoli cybercrime unit
has launched a probe to trace the
email's source.

A similar email was received
in Beed, also in Marathwada, at
11:52am, warning of a bomb blast
at 3:11 pm, following which the
court complexwas evacuated, local
officialssaid."A contingent of police,
BDDSand LCB personnel,along with
a dog squad, reached the court
complex. Teamsarecarryingouta
sanitisationand search operation,”
Additional Superintendentof Police
Shaikh Sameer said.
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the ongoing West Asia
crisis." West Asia crisis
disrupted energy supplies
worldwide earlier this year
and created difficulties for
many countries.

Modi also asked
investors toinvestinIndia,
saying the country offers
huge investment
opportunities in renewable
energy as it provides
politicaland policystability.

The Prime Minister
stated that by the end of
the decade, investment
opportunities worth over
Rs20lakhcrore willemerge
in the renewable energy
sector. Modi also said that
Indiais amongthe topthree
countries in the solar and
renewable energy sector.

"We need to connect
everygovernmentbuilding,
school, college, hospital,
street-lighting system to
solarenergy..We needan
indigenous storage solution
and must develop new
battery storage capacity,”
he stated.

India is progressing
rapidly to take a big leap
ingreenhydrogenand has
a target of annual
production capacity of 50
lakh tonnes, Modi said
while highlighting progress
in the National Green
Hydrogen Mission.

He alsohighlighted the
Green Energy Corridor
(inter-state transmission
lines), which will help
evacuate power from the
upcoming renewable
energy capacity.

The govenrment has
provided an outlay of Rs 2
lakh crore for the second
phase of Green Energy
Corridor.

Modisaid the future of
energy security liesinclean
power. He noted that more
than44,000 govtbuildings
have been connected to
solar energy, resulting in
annualsavingsofaboutRs
700 crore.

Dartar

Secretariat. Security
has also been stepped up
alongimportantroadsand
around vitalinstallations,
they said.

The Civil Secretariat,
which houses the offices
of the chief minister,
ministers, chiefsecretary
and other  senior
government functionaries,
underwent renovation and
facelift ahead of the
reopening. Government
buildings and residential
accommodation for
employees were also
renovated.

Introduced by the Dogra
rulersin 1872, the Darbar
Movewasaimedatallowing
the administration to
escape the harsh winter
conditions ofthe Kashmir
Valley by shifting its base
toJammu duringthecolder
months.

The practice continued
after Independence and
evolved into an important
administrative and
economic link between the
two regions.

Thebiannual movement

ofthousandsofgovernment
employees and their
familiesto Jammuprovided
a significant boost to the
local economy, particularly
businesses and markets
during the winter season.
However, the practice
was discontinued in2021
bythe Lieutenant Governor-
led administration, citing
the transition to e-office
and theneed tosave crores
of rupees in expenditure.
The decision had
triggered criticism,
particularly from the
business community in
Jammu, which viewed the
movement of the
administration as amajor
sourceofeconomicactivity.
TheOmarAbdullah-led
government restored the
Darbar Move in October
2025, fulfilling anelectoral
promise and reviving the
decades-oldadministrative
arrangement between
Jammu and Srinagar.

NS

office infrastructure
and improving facilities for
employees and visitors
following the resumption
of the traditional Darbar
Move.

The Chief Minister
inaugurated the newly
constructed pre-fabricated
office accommodation
block, developed at an
estimated cost of Rs 158.09
lakh under the CAPEX
budget.

Healsoinaugurated the
renovated Reception Hall
attheentrance gate ofthe
CivilSecretariat, completed
at a cost of Rs 31. 10 lakh
under the Maintenance
and Repairs (M&R)
component.

The inauguration of
these facilities marks
another step towards
strengthening
infrastructure and
enhancing the working
environment at the Civil
Secretariat following the
reopening of offices in
Jammuunderthe traditional
Darbar Move.

The concerned
engineers briefed the Chief
Minister about the projects,
highlighting the facilities
created and the
infrastructure developed
as part of the works.

The ChiefMinister also
tookaround of the newly
created facilities and
inspected thearrangements
put in place to facilitate
the smooth functioning of
offices at the Civil
Secretariat.

The newly developed
infrastructureisaimedat
providing improved
working facilities for
government employees
while ensuring a better
reception environment for
visitors and the public.

Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder KumarChoudhary,
Additional Chief Secretary
to ChiefMinister, Dheeraj

Gupta, Acting Chief
Secretary Shailendra
Kumar, Commissioner

Secretary Estates M. Raju,
Secretary Revenue Avny
Lavasa, Director General
Estates Jammu Mushtaq

CONTINUE FROM FRONT PAGE..........

Ahmedandotherconcerned
officers were present on
the occasion.

Porfer

officials said.

Lallosthisrightfootin
the explosion and was
immediately shifted to a
nearby hospital, theysaid.

Theforwardareasalong
the LoC are dotted with
landminestopreventcross-
border infiltration.
However, some of these
mines occasionally get
dislodged and washed away
dueto heavy rains, resulting
in accidents and posing a
threat to people residing
in forward areas, officials
said.

QViOmar

heads of departments
of several departmentsand
other top civil and police
administration.

Outstation officers
attended the meeting via
video conferencing.

At the outset, Acting
Chief Secretary Shailendra
Kumar briefed the meeting
on administrative
arrangements and key
issues concerning the
functioning of various
departments, including
preparation of the Budget
for 2027-28.

Deputy Chief Minister
and other Ministers also
highlighted various issues
of public importance and
soughttheadministration’s
cooperation for timely
resolution.

Addressingthe meeting,
the Chief Minister
congratulated the Ministers
and officers on the
commencement of the
DarbarMove in Jammu and
stressed thatadministrative
functioning must remain
focused and unaffected by
external distractions.

Observing that the next
six months are crucial for
accelerating
developmental activities
and ensuring optimal
utilisation of funds
allocated to various
departments, the Chief
Minister urged all
departments to enhance
the pace of executionand
ensure timely completion
of developmental works.

He asked newly
inducted Ministers and
those assigned new
portfolios to undertake a
detailed review of their
respective departments
and assess the
implementation status of
commitments made during
the last Budget.

The review, he said,
should clearly identify
completed  projects,
ongoingworks and projects
yet to be initiated, along
withreasons for delays and
measures required to

expedite their
implementation.
The ChiefMinisteralso

called for acomprehensive
review of the Government's
manifesto commitments
to assess progress and
identify further steps
required for fulfilment.
Emphasising the need
for close monitoring of

developmental projects,
particularly those being
implemented under SASCI,
theChiefMinister directed
Ministers to regularly
review their progress and
ensure timely execution.

For the financial year
2027-28, he directed all
departments to prepare
project proposals and
Detailed Project Reports
(DPRs) wellin advance for
projects proposed under
SASCI. Departments were
asked to keep DPRs and
tender documents ready
sothattenderingand other
preparatory formalities
could be completed ahead
oftime,enablingimmediate
commencement of works
once allocations are
received.

He said these directions
had already been conveyed
to the departments and
reiterated the need for their
effectiveimplementation.

The Ministers were also
askedtoundertakereviews
of thedistrictsassigned to
them at the earliest and
ensure close monitoring
of developmental works.

The Chief Minister
reviewed winter
preparednessand stressed
the importance of
maintaininguninterrupted
essential servicesthrough
effective inter-
departmental
coordination. Taking note
of concerns regarding
ration dumpingin certain
areas, he asked the
concerneddepartment to
address the issue and
ensure adequate
availability of essential
commodities.

Calling fora proactive
approach towards budget
formulation, the Chief
Minister directed
departments to initiate
consultations with the
Finance and Planning
Departments well in
advance for preparation
of the next financial year’s
Budget.

Heobserved that early
identificationof priorities
and preparation of
realistic proposals would
provide adequate time
for proper consideration
and help avoid last-
minute inclusion of
commitments that may
be difficult toimplement.

The Chief Minister also
emphasised the need to
ensure  comfortable
working and living
arrangements for
employees who have
shifted to Jammu in
connectionwith the Darbar
Move.

He directed the
administration to address
shortcomings relating to
accommodation, office
facilities and otheressential
requirements to ensure
smooth and efficient

functioning of the
Secretariat.
Calling uponMinisters

and officers toworkin close
coordination, the Chief
Minister stressed the need
for a focused approach
towards effective
implementation of
developmental

commitments and public
welfare initiatives.

Later, the Chief Minister
visited the chambers of the
newlyinducted Ministers
and inspected various
rooms, sections and offices
ofthe Civil Secretariat. He
interacted with staff and
officials and took stock of
the facilities and
arrangements put in place
following the reopening
oftheCivil Secretariat after
the Darbar Move.

The ChiefMinister was
accompanied by his Cabinet
colleagues and other senior
officers.

AnitShoh

here, Shah said: "Rahul
holds the Constitution in
hand, but doesn't respect
the Constitution. Rahulji,
youdon'tallow Parliament
to run. Be it EVMs, SIR,
infiltrators,Ichallenge you
from Hyderabad. We are
ready to convene aspecial
sessionofParliament. Come
for debate."

Further, he said: "We
willremove everyinfiltrator
from the electoral rolls."

If aParliament session
is held, Prime Minister
Narendra Modiwill "shred
Congress into pieces,” he
said and accused the
Congress of wishing to be
in the limelight through
anarchy.

Meanwhile, Union
Minister SP Singh Baghel
alsoaccusedthe Congress
of blaming the Election
Commission's Special
Intensive Revision of
electoral rolls for its
political failures, advising
the opposition party to
introspect and not create
controversies.

Addressing a press
conference in Gujarat's
Rajkot as part of the BJP’s
'Loktantra  Bachavo,
Arajakta Hatavo' (Save
Democracy, Remove
Anarchy)campaign,Baghel
emphasised thatvoterroll
revisions have occurred
regularly since 1952, and
the recent purges had
successfully identified
millions of duplicate and
deceased voters across
UttarPradesh,Maharashtra,
and Gujarat.

The Election
Commission had
undertakenthe SIR without
violatingits constitutional
limits, he asserted,
challenging the Opposition
to provide evidence of
eligible voters being
wrongly removed from
electoral rolls.

"If the Opposition
alleges that voters have
beendeprivedoftheirright
to vote, it should present
evidence, supported by
affidavits, showing which
eligiblevoters'names have
been wrongly removed,”
the BJP leader said.

Baghel said that the SIR
wasnotanewexercise and
hadbeenconducted several
times since before the first
Lok Sabhaelectionsin 1952.

He noted that the
Congress had not
questioned the
constitutionality of the
exercise when it was

carried out under previous
governments, but was now
opposing the process for
political reasons.

Baghel said theelectoral
rolls must be periodically
updated to remove the
names of deceased persons,
duplicateregistrations and
voters who permanently
migrated elsewhere or are
ineligible.

"Purifying the electoral
roll by verifying and
removing the names of
deceased, duplicate and
migrated votersis essential
for the credibility of
democracy," he said.

QVisits

expressed concernover
the damage caused by the
fire and the hardships faced
by the traders.

President of the
Chamberof Commerceand
Industry, Jammu, Arun
Gupta, briefed the chief
minister about the extent
of losses suffered by the
traders due to the fire
incidents.

He apprised Abdullah
of the damage caused to
shops, goods and other
business assets, besides
highlighting the concerns
of the affected shopkeepers.

Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder Kumar Choudhary,
Minister for Disaster
Management, Relief,
Rehabilitation and
Reconstruction Ali
Mohammad Sagar, and
other senior government
officers accompanied the
Chief Minister during the
visit, the spokesman said.

Late Sunday night, the
massive blaze broke out
inthe marketand continued
for several hours, engulfing
at least 40 shops and
destroying propertyworth
crores.

Deputy Chief Minister
and Transport Minister
Javed Ahmed Ranavisited
the fire-affected
shopkeepers last week to
assess the situation and
expresssolidaritywith the
victims.

Primary Health Centre
(PHC), where doctors
declared them dead, the
officials said.

Theysaid apolice team
has reached the spot and
initiated an investigation
to ascertain the exact
sequence of events and
determine whether the
firing was accidental or
deliberate.

strengthened in line
with the winter security
strategy.

"The IGP Kashmir
chaired a comprehensive
review meeting on the
SrinagarCity Security Grid
today at Cargo, attended
by DIG CKR, DIG SKR, SSPs
Srinagar, Budgam,
Ganderbal, Pulwama and
Awantipora, along with
concerned Zonal SPs and
SP SOG,” the police
spokespersonsaid in a post
on X.

He said during the
meeting, the prevailing

security scenario, threat
inputs concerningSrinagar
and adjoiningdistrictsand
measures to further
strengthen the security
grid under the Winter
Security Strategy were
discussed in detail.

"The security
arrangements and ongoing
operationalmeasures along
the Jhelum Corridor,
particularly in Pulwama
and Awantipora, were also
reviewed, with emphasis
on enhanced inter-district
coordinationand effective
implementation of the
Winter Security Strategy,”
he added.

Aircraft (AMCA), and
strengthening tri-
services synergy will be
his top priorities.

He had outlined his
core focus areas under
the acronym VAYU,
defining his vision as
Vigilance and
operational readiness,
Aatmanirbharta (self-
reliance), Yukti (tactical
innovation), and Unity of
effort across the tri-
services.

Assembly elections.

“We committed one
thing to the people, and
after winning elections,
we turned away from those
commitments. The
consistency and conviction
with which I fought were
maligned by my own party,
casting aspersions on my
struggle,” he had said.

Mehdi alleged that
differences with the party
leadership reached a
breaking point when he
was asked to step aside.

“When the head of the
party asks you to resign
and ease them of any
accountability, that'swhen
you have totake a call. He
precisely said if I think
Article 370canberestored,
I should go and fight for
that,” Mehdi had alleged,
interpreting the remark
as an indication that the
party was unwilling to
continue the struggle or
remainaccountable forits
promises.

Takingaimat the Omar
Abdullah-led government's
two-year performance,
Mehdi questioned its
position on restoration of
special status, alleging that
the party had diluted its
own stand within two
years.

He referred to the
resolutions passedin 2024
and subsequently, arguing
that the party had moved
away from its earlier
position on special status.

“Their chief, on record,
said multiple times that
his fight is only for the
restoration of statehood,
forgetting the constitutional
protections Article 370
provided us,” he had
remarked.

Reflecting on his two-
year  parliamentary
association with the NC,
Mehdi said his biggest
lesson was “not to trust
individuals in that party

on face value”.

Unfazed by criticism
that his decision could
prove to be a political
blunder, the outgoing MP
said he was not guided by
electoral calculations or
material considerations.

Expressing his desire
to return to grassroots
politics, Mehdi said he
would seek out like-minded
individuals committed to
principlesand the fight for
the constitutional rights
of Jammu and Kashmir.

“Iwould want togoback
to the people and search
forlike-minded individuals
who believe in principles
and can fight thisfight with
conviction,” he had said.

On the possibility of
joining hands with other
regional political forces,
Mehdi maintained that his
priority remained the
restorationofconstitutional
rights and dignity of the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir, adding that he
would explore any avenue
that could advance that
objective.

Patntop

relate tothe commercial
use of residential buildings,
construction beyond
approved limits and
operation of commercial
establishments in
prohibited areas,including
dense forest, agricultural
and residential zones, the
spokesperson said,adding
the investigation also
revealed allegedlapseson
the partofPDA officialsin
ensuring compliance with
the prescribed rules and
regulations.

In 2023, the CBI filed
six chargesheets against
eight hotel owners
associated withsix hotels
and several PDA officials
undervarious provisions
ofthe Jammu and Kashmir
Prevention of Corruption
Act, Ranbir Penal Code,
Registration of Tourist
Trade Act,and Jammu and
Kashmir Forest Act.

The ED investigation
revealed that Hotel
Holiday Inn, despite
having sanctioned
building permission, had
raised wunauthorised
construction measuring
7,552.74 square feet
beyond the approved
building plan, the
spokesman said.

Hesaid it was further
found that Hotel Broadway,
Hotel Hollywood and Hotel
Mountview were being
commercially operated
without obtaining the
requisite permissions for
running hotels.

Accordingly, the hotel
buildings, unauthorised
constructions,appurtenant
land and identified
properties equivalent in
value to the proceeds
generated through such
unauthorised commercial
exploitation have been
provisionally attached as
Proceeds of Crime under
the PMLA, the spokesperson
said.

He said further
investigation in the case
is underway.

North Kashmir: Patients suffer as GMC Baramulla sans MRI, Cath Lab facilities

Srinagar, Nov 02 (KNO): Residents of
North Kashmir continue toface difficulties
inaccessingadvanced diagnosticand cardiac
care at Government Medical College (GMC)
Baramulla dueto the absence ofa Magnetic
Resonance Imaging (MRI) facility and a
CardiacCatheterisation Laboratory (Cath

lab).

Residents said that patients have to
travel to Srinagar for specialised
investigations and treatment. “The absence
of these essential facilities at a major
government healthcare institutionis causing
immense hardships to patients, particularly
thosesuffering from serious illnesses, who
require timely diagnosis, specialised cardiac
procedures and regular medical follow-
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ups,” they added.
Residents said that patients from
Baramulla, Bandiporaand Kupwaradistricts
often havetotravel longdistances to undergo
MRI scans or seek specialised cardiac
interventions thatare notavailableat GMC
Baramulla.
Theysaid the additional travel notonly
increases the financial burden on patients
and their attendants but also causes &
inconvenience to those who are already ~
dealing with serious health conditions. ’
“People come to GMC Baramulla with
the hope of receiving treatment close to
their homes, but return disappointed,”
said Shabir Ahmad, a resident.
Anotherresidentsaid: “Cardiac patients

often need immediate medical attention

and patients lose the golden period while

travelling to Srinagar. Travelling for

specialised treatment becomes stressful

forboth patientsand their families. ACath

labat GMC Baramulla can provide much-

= ) needed relief to people across North
Kashmir.”
Residents said thatelderly patients and

1 those from economically weaker sections

=  wereamong the worst affected.

They urged the authorities to expedite
the establishment ofboth facilities at GMC
Baramulla, saying that strengthening
specialised healthcare services at the
institution would reduce the need for
patients to seek treatment outside the

region.

MRI ORDERED, CATH LAB UNDER
TENDERING PROCESS: PRINCIPAL

Principal GMC Baramulla, Majid Jahangir
said that the process for establishing the
MRI facility had been initiated, but the
machine has not yet been received. “The

MRI machine has been ordered through

the Jammuand Kashmir Medical Supplies
Corporation Limited (JKMSCL), but it has

not been received yet,” he said.

Regarding the Cath lab, Jahangir said
the project was currently at the tendering
stage through JKMSCL.

He said the establishment of these
facilities would help strengthen specialised
healthcare services at the medical college.
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Khelo India Wushu Centre
Handwara cIinchesII::Eronze Medals
a

at Junior Nation
-~ v

Kashmir Press Service

HANDWARA: Athletes from the
KheloIndia Wushu Centre, Handwara-
Kupwara, have brought laurelsto Jammu
and Kashmir by winning four bronze
medals at the 25th Junior National
Wushu Championship held in Chennai,
Tamil Nadu, from October 28 to

November 2, 2026.

A total of six players, including
four girls and two boys, represented
the centre at the national-level
championship. Out of the six
participants, four athletes secured
bronze medals in their respective
weightcategories, markingasignificant
achievement for the centre and the

region.

Themedal winnersincludeMahvish
Rashid, who secured bronze in the

category.

girls' under-52 kg category,and Zainab
Javid, who won bronze in the girls’
under-75 kg category. Among the boys,
Umer Riyaz clinched bronze in the
under-85 kg category, while Towheed
secured bronze in the under-48 kg

The achievement reflects the

dedication, discipline and hard work
of the young athletes, along with the
consistentguidance and efforts of their
coachingstaffThecentre congratulated
allfour medalwinnersandtheirparents
for their remarkable performance,
while appreciating the support and
encouragement extended byeveryone

ionship

associated with the athletes.

The centre’s representatives said
thatsendingsix players tothe national
championship and returningwith four
medals wasamatter ofimmense pride.
Theysaid theachievementhad brought
recognitionnotonly to the Khelo India
Wushu Centre, Handwara-Kupwara,
but also to Handwara, Kupwara and
the entire Jammu and Kashmir,

Theyadded that thesuccess ofthe
young athletes demonstrated the
immense potential of local talent to
excel at the national level and
underscored the importance of
continued supportforsportsand young
players.The centre expressed hope that
the athletes would continue to work
hard, achieve greater successand bring
further glory to the region in future
competitions.

Namibia captain
Erasmus reprimanded
for breaching ICC Code

of Conduct

United News Of India

DUBAIL NOV 2 :Namibia captain Gerhard Erasmus
has been handed an official reprimand for breaching
Level 1 of the ICCCode of Conduct during the fourth ODI
against Ireland in Windhoek on Friday.

Erasmus was found to have breached Article 2.8 of
the ICC Code of Conduct for Players and Player Support
Personnel, whichrelatesto "showing dissentatan Umpire's

decision during an International Match."

Inadditionto this, one demeritpoint has been added
to the disciplinary record of Erasmus, for whom it was
thesecond offencein a24-month period, taking his tally

J&K Tennis Ball
Cricket Association announces
selection trials in Anantnag

Kashmir Press Service

SRINAGAR, NOV. 2: The
Jammuand Kashmir Tennis Ball
Cricket Association has
announced selection trials for
Sub-Juniorand Junior categories,
scheduled to be held at Sports
StadiumAnantnagon November
6 and 7, 2026.

Inthisregard,theAssociation
has issued acircular directing
all District Secretaries to
nominate eligible players for
participation in the trials.Each
districthasbeenaskedtodepute
twoboys and three girls inboth
Sub-Juniorand Junior categories.
Asperthe prescribed eligibility
criteria, players born after
December 1,2009, are eligible
for the Sub-Junior category,
whilethoseborn afterDecember
20,2007, can participateinthe
Junior category.

Thetrialswillbe conducted
from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM on
both days. All participating
players have been instructed

toreportinpropercricketsports ~ with the prescribed guidelines.

kits and bring photocopies of
their Date of Birth (DOB)
certificates and Aadhaarcards.

The Association has also
directed District Secretaries to
thoroughly verify the age
eligibilityof nominated players
and ensure strict compliance

The selection trials aim to

Manisha credits PWL
experience for building mental

United News Of India

toughness behind historic gold

between events, but the Pro Wrestling League

NEWDELHI,NOV 2 :For ManishaBhanwala,
the ProWrestling League (PWL) has been more
than just a platform to compete against top

wrestlers.

The experience of handlingintense contests
inquicksuccession, sharing training space with
internationalstarsand learning torecoverfrom
setbacks helped shape the mentalstrength that
eventually took her to the top of the podium at
the Senior World Wrestling Championships.

The 29-year-old made history in Astanalast
month by becoming the first Indian woman to
win gold at the Senior World Wrestling
Championships, claiming the women's 59kg
title. Her achievement came shortly after a
disappointing AsianGames campaign, but Manisha
believes the challenges she faced in the PWL
helped her respond positively whenitmattered

most.

The league's fast-paced format, she said,
taught her to deal with pressure, manage her
emotions and switch focus quickly between

demanding bouts.

"Intraditional tournaments, you get weeks

throwsyou straight into the fire. Youwrestle a
world-class bout today and have to reset your
mindset immediately for another one tomorrow.
Thatroutine taught me to control my emotions

and stay calm,” she said.That ability to move on

fromdisappointmentwas particularly important
after the Asian Games, where she lost in the
quarterfinals to Japan's Akari. With little time
between the continental event and the World
Championships, Manisha chose to get back to
work rather than dwell on the defeat.
"llandedinIndiaon aMonday morningand
was back at the training hall by evening. My
coachtold meto rest and focus onrecovery, but
I asked him, 'Did  win a medal that [ should sit
backand recover?' In those ten days between
the Asian Games and the World Championships,
I pushed myself without stopping,” she said.
The exposure to international wrestlers in

the PWL was another

factor that helped her grow. Training and
interacting with accomplished opponents gave
hera better understanding of their techniques

and helped herapproachinternational contests

with greater confidence.

Singpora clinch Zangam
Premium League Cricket Title

Kashmir Press Service

different areas, members of the Civil Society

ZANGAM: Singpora emerged victorious
over Zangaminthefinal oftheZangamPremium
League Cricket Tournament, lifting the
championship trophy after anexciting contest

atZangam.

Forum Pattanand other distinguished guests,
who witnessed the thrilling final and
appreciated the efforts of the organisers in
promotingsportsandencouraginglocal cricket
talent.The tournament provided a valuable

platformforlocal cricketersto showcase their

identify promising cricketing
talent from

acrossJammuand Kashmir
and provide deserving players
anopportunity to representthe
UnionTerritoryathigherlevels
of competition.

The finalmatchwitnessed anenthusiastic
displayof cricket, with both teams competing
for the coveted title. Singpora eventually
defeated Zangam to emerge as tournament
champions.

The event was attended by people from

skills and highlightedthe growingenthusiasm
for cricket among the youth,

The victory was celebrated by Singpora
supporters, while the tournament concluded
withappreciationforthe participating teams
and organisersfor makingthe event asuccess.

of demerit points to two.

Erasmus received his earlier demerit point for an
offenceduring anODlagainst the Netherlands on March
13, 2025.

Friday's incidentoccurred in the 16th over of Namibia's
innings, when Erasmus, after being adjudged leg-before
wicket, gestured to the umpire that he was notout before
leavingreluctantly, and continued to gesture evenafter
leaving the field.

Erasmus admitted the offence and accepted the
sanction proposed by Dean Cosker of the Emirates ICC
International Panel of Match Referees, so there was no
need foraformal hearing.On-field umpires Ewoud Lassen
and Jayaraman Madanagopal,and reserve umpire Claus
Schumacher levelled the charge.Level 1 breaches carry
aminimum penalty of an officialreprimand, amaximum
penalty of 50 per cent of a player's match fee, and one
or two demerit points.

Mukesh’s fifer, Siraj’s
four wickets fail to ft.f? NZA
fightback in 2nd unofficial Test

United News Of India

the senior side.

Completing 35 overs should also please head coach Gautam
Gambhir and bowling coach Morne Morkel, withSiraj expected
to join the ODI squad after the India A game. The pacer looked
sharp with the older ball and found movement with the new
one,while Mukesh was effective with both new balls butbecame
less threatening as the Kookaburra lost its shine.

Siraj made an immediate impact on the third morning,
strikingwith his veryfirst deliveryofthe day. Bowlingthe second
over, he found the

outside edge of overnight centurion Matthew Boyle, who
had made 1100ff 152 balls. Devdutt Padikkal completed asharp
diving catchtohisleft,endinga 208-run fourth-wicket partnership
between Boyle and Dean Foxcroft.

346,were introuble at 338/8 butmanaged to stretch theirinnings
to424, securingalead of 78 runs. Their final two wickets added
86 runs, frustrating the Indian attack and turning the contest
in the hosts' favour.

Siraj finished with 4/118 from 35 overs, while Mukesh Kumar
was the leading wicket-taker with 5/87 in 29 overs. India A
reached 32 without lossin their second innings by stumps, with
YashasviJaiswal unbeaten on 20 and Sai Sudharsan on 11 after
seeing off 11 overs.

ForIndia's senior team management, Siraj's extended spell
at Hagley Oval will be particularly encouraging. The venue is
setto host the second Test of the upcoming series, whichbegins
onNovember 19,and the fast bowler has now had the opportunity
towarm upin conditions similarto those he will encounter with

NEWDELHI,NOV 2 :Mohammed Siraj got avaluableworkload
under his belt ahead of India's two-Test series against New
Zealand, claiming four wickets in 35 overs for India A, but New
Zealand A's lower order came up with a spirited fightback to
take a 78-run first-innings lead on the penultimate day of the
second unofficial Test in Christchurch.

New Zealand A, responding to IndiaA's first-innings total of

Chapman, Ravindra ruled out of
India ODIs as NZ suffer double blow

aftersufferingalow-gradetear

Stay in shape and prepare well for
Sri Lanka: Gambhir's message to T20I side

United News Of India asset Mark and Rachinareto  Wicketkeeper-batter Tim

United News Of India

NEW DELHI, NOV 2:India
head coach Gautam Gambhir
wants the T201 players tomake
the most of their month-long
break from international cricket
by staying fit and continuing
to work on their game, rather
thanallowingthe gap between
assignments to affect their
preparation.

Indiamay have lost the last
twomatches ofthe five-game
series against New Zealand,
butthe visitorshad doneenough
inthe opening threeencounters
to clinch the series 3-2. The
hosts managed to finish the
contestona positive note, but
India had already achieved their
primary objective by taking
an unassailable lead.

Addressing the squad in
thedressing room after thefifth
and final T20I in Hamilton,
Gambhirreflectedontheteam'’s
achievement, pointing outthat
the players had very little time
to prepare for the series and
had to adjust quickly to
conditionsin New Zealand.He

@ 00 @

felt the effort deserved
recognition, particularly against
a competitive side playing at
home.

"You can be extremely
proud of the effort that you

guys have put in throughout
theseries. Winningthe series,
especially when you had just
one day to prepare and were
playing againstaqualityteam
like NewZealandin theirown
backyard, is a terrific
achievement. You should be
extremely proud,” Gambhir
told theplayersinthedressing

room.

India also had todeal with
afewsetbacks duringthe tour.
Ishan Kishan was forced to sit
out two matches because of
an injury concern, while the

bowling combination lacked
considerableexperience in New
Zealand conditions.
YoungpacersMayankYadav
and Prince Yadav wereamong
those who made their first
appearances in the country.
Despite these challenges,
India won the first three
matches to take the series

beyond New Zealand's reach.

Gambhir acknowledged
thatthe team would have liked
to completeaclean sweep,but
said the players could take
satisfaction from thewaythey
had begun the tour. He also
reminded them that the ODI
and Test squads now had the
responsibility of building on
thatstart.

"Youcango back with your
heads held high. We wanted
to win the last two games as
well, butsometimesthesethings
happen. Ithoughtyouguyshave
set the tone for the rest of the
tour. Before

thestartofthe series, [said
thatyouhad the responsibility
tosetthe tone, Now, itisup to
the ODI and Test teams to
continue fromwhereyou have
leftoff" the former Indiaopener
said.

Stay fit, prepare well for
SriLanka

ThelIndian T201 squad will
nothave anotherinternational
assignment inthe format until
December, when SriLanka visit
for a three-match series.

NEW DELHL NOV 2: New
Zealandwillbe without Mark
ChapmanandRachinRavindra
for the five-match ODI series
against India as both players
continue their recovery from
injuries, dealing a significant
blow to the visitors ahead of
the opening matchin Auckland
on November 4.

Thetwo playersalsomissed
the T20I series, which New
Zealandlost 3-2,and have not
recovered in time for the 50-
over leg of the tour.

Chapman picked up a left
hamstringinjurywhileplaying
in the European T20 Premier
League. A recent MRI scan
showed that the batter needs
another two weeks of
rehabilitation before he can
return to full fitness.

Ravindra, meanwhile,
dislocated his right shoulder
during a promotional shoot.
New Zealand Cricket said the
all-rounder needs more time
to recover before he can field
at full capacity.

"Everyone knowswhatan

this side so it's a shame they
have tomiss thisseries,” head

Seifert, whowasinitially picked
forthefinal two ODIs, has now

a L !

coach Rob Walter said.

"l caught up with Marklast
week and although he's
disappointedhe'sworkinghard
to get back on the field. With
Rachin, his shoulder hasn't
quite recovered to a position
where he could field
comfortably in white-ball
cricket, sowith the Test series
later this month we don'twant
to take any undue risks."

New Zealand have made
several changes to their squad
to cover the absentees.

beenincludedforthefirstthree
matches aswell. Left-handed
batter Henry Nicholls hasalso
been added for the opening
threegames, while all-rounder
Dean Foxcroft will join the
squad for the last two.

Pacer Matt Fisher, initially
named only for the final two
matches, willalso be available
for the first three ODIs.

There is still some
uncertainty over Matt Henry's
availability. The fast bowler
missed the last three T20Is

in his right quadricep.
He is expected to jointhe

7

squad on Monday
(November 2), after
which the team
management will
assess his fitnessand
decidewhether heis
ready to play.

New Zealand
squad for first 30DIs:
Mitchell Santner
(captain), Michael
Bracewell, Devon
Conway, Jacob Duffy,
Matt Fisher, Matt
Henry, KyleJamieson,
Tom Latham (wicketkeeper),
DarylMitchell,Henry Nicholls,
Glenn Phillips, Tim Seifert,
Nathan Smith, Will Young, Blair
Tickner

New Zealand squad for4th
& 5th ODIs: Mitchell Santner
(captain), Finn Allen, Michael
Bracewell KristianClarke,Jacob
Duffy, Matt Fisher, Dean
Foxcroft, Lockie Ferguson,
Mitchell Hay (wicketkeeper),
Nick Kelly, Tim Seifert
(wicketkeeper), Blair Tickner,
Will Young.
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Media serves as vital bridge between
administration and publn:' DC Pulwama

Holds maiden interaction
with media fraternity

KASHMIR PRESS SERVICE

PULWAMA: Deputy Commissioner
Pulwama, Kuldeep Krishan Sidha, today
held his first formal interaction with the
media fraternity of the district after
assuming charge, with the interaction
focusing on strengthening coordination
between the district administration and
the media and ensuring effective
dissemination of information and public-
oriented initiatives.

The interaction was attended by Chief
Planning Officer Pulwama, Aashiq Khanday,
Assistant Commissioner Revenue Pulwama,
Shahbaz AhmadBodha, DistrictInformation
Officer Pulwama, Ms. Wajeeza, besides
representativesofthe printand electronic
media, news agencies and social media
contentcreators.Atthe outset, the Deputy
Commissioner expressed gratitude to the
media fraternity for attending the interaction
and appreciated itsrolein connecting the
administration with the people.

Addressing the gathering, the DC

emphasized that the media is an integral
part of the government-society-
administration framework and serves as
avital bridge between the administration
and the public. Describing the mediaas a
mirror of society, he highlighted its
importantrolein reflecting publicconcerns,
disseminating information and creating
awareness about government initiatives
and social issues.

Emphasizing the widereachand influence
of both print and electronic media, the DC
stressed that the information people read,
watchand consumehasasignificantandlasting
impact on public perception. He underlined
thatresponsible journalism, accuracy,objectivity
and credibility are therefore essential,
particularlywhile reportingonsensitiveissues
concerning society.

Calling forgreater professional learning
within the media fraternity, the DCurged
senior media persons to share their
experience and professional wisdomwith
younger journalists. He observed that
practical experience and wisdom are
acquired through continuous engagement
and learning and contribute to greater
clarity, balanced reportingand credibility
in journalism.

Highlighting the collective responsibility
of the administration and media in

addressing social challenges, particularly
drug abuse, the DC called for sustained
and impactful awareness efforts aimed at
reaching ordinary citizens and vulnerable
sections of society. He said that visual
content, in particular, has a strong recall
value and can play an important role in

creating social awareness.

The DC further emphasized the
importanceoftransparency,accountability
and objectivity in public communication,
urging all stakeholders to guard against
misinformation, bias and any form of
maliciousintent. Hestated that responsible
reporting contributes significantly towards
strengthening public confidence in
institutions andreinforcing trust between
the administration and citizens.

Stressing the need to give greater
visibility to welfare-oriented initiatives,
the DCcalled for focused coverage of social
security schemes and other government
programmes so that eligible beneficiaries
areadequately informed about the benefits
available to them. He also underlined the
importance ofaccuracy in census-related
informationand other official data, stating
that correctness and integrity of data are
fundamental to effective planning,
governanceandinformed publicdiscourse.

As part of strengthening institutional
coordination, the DC proposed the
formulation of a Common Minimum
Programme between the district
administration and the media fraternity,
underwhichareas ofcommon publicinterest
wouldbeidentified and taken up collectively
on a regular basis. He said that such

coordinated efforts would help highlight
developmental achievements, address
publicconcerns and strengthen the support
system available to citizens.

The DC also proposed holding media
interactions atregular intervals, preferably
once every three months, to ensure
continuous dialogue, timely exchange of
information and stronger coordination
between theadministration and the media.

Discussing the role of media in
strengthening public trust, the DC
emphasized that both the administration
and media should work together to
communicate to people that the system
is accessible, responsive and supportive.
He assured that whenever additional
information, clarification or factual inputs
are required for any news report, the
concerned office would provide the
necessaryinformation, includinga factual
rebuttal wherever required.

The DC furthersaid thataSWOT analysis
be undertaken in the district to identify
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and
challenges in various areas of district
development and governance and urged
media professionals to play a positive role
ingenerating awareness about the analysis
among the public sothatthe objectives of
SWOT analysis are achieved efficiently.

ICAR-IGFRI commemorates 65th
Foundatlon Day with tribal farmers

KASHMIR PRESS SERVICE

Bandipora: The ICAR-
Indian Grassland and Fodder
Research Institute (ICAR-
IGFRI), Regional Research
Station (RRS), Srinagar,
commemorated its 65th
Foundation Daybyorganising
an Awareness-cum-Training
Programme under the Tribal
Sub-Plan (TSP) at Aragam,
Bandipora, Jammu and

Kashmir, in collaboration
with the Himalayan Pastoral
Trust.
The
witnessed participation of
52 tribal farmers, including
10 women, and aimed at

programme

strengthening fodder
security, improving
livestock health and
promoting sustainable
livelihood opportunities
among tribal communities.

As part of the programme,

seeds oftall fescue, rooted slips
of Phalaris, deworming
medicines and calcium
supplements were distributed
among Scheduled Tribe (ST)
beneficiaries to promote
perennial fodder cultivation
and improve livestock
productivity and health.

The technical sessions
focused on improved
management practices of
perennial grasses, scientific
approaches to fodder
production, livestock nutrition
and health management, and
the importance of youth
participationinstrengthening
tribal livelihoods. Emphasis
was also laid on sustainable
utilisation of grassland
resources and enhancing the
availability of quality fodder
to support livestock-based
livelihoods.

SSP Kulgam chairs security, crime

review meeting

KASHMIR PRESS SERVICE

Kulgam: Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Kulgam, chaired a
security and crime review meeting
at District Police Office (DPO) Kulgam
to assess the prevailing security
scenarioand review the overallcrime
situation across the district.

During the meeting, SSP Kulgam
took a detailed review of, security
arrangements, crime investigation,
pending cases, and the progress
achieved in ongoing investigations.
He stressed the need for enhanced
vigilance, effective intelligence
gathering, intensified patrolling and
strengthened area domination to
ensure a peaceful and secure
environment.

Whilereviewing crime-related
matters, SSP Kulgam directed officers
to ensure timely and professional
investigation, expedite the disposal

at DPO Kulgam

of pending cases and take stringent
actionagainstdrug trafficking, illegal
activities and other criminal
elements.

He emphasised accountability,
coordination and public-friendly
policing, directingall officers to remain
proactive and ensure effective policing
at the grassroots level.

The meeting was attended by
senior police officers and supervisory
officers of District Police Kulgam.

Jan Jatiya Gaurav Diwas
celebrated in Shopian

KASHMIR AGE NEWS

SHOPIAN, NOVEMBER 02:
Ontheeveof Jan JatiyaGaurav
Diwas celebrated onthebirth
anniversary of BirsaMunda,
a Mega Gram Sabha was
organized by the Tribal Affairs
Department, DistrictShopian
in collaboration with District
Administration Shopian.

The Gram Sabhawas held
forawareness and disposal of
claims of ST community
including AKs, ASKs, Dajgua

andothersunder ForestRights
Act,2006, whichwas presided
over by ADDC Shopian, Dr.
Nasir Ahmad Lone.

The demands of ST
community regarding road
connectivity were also
discussed.Theissuesregarding
Potato Farm Road and Redh
Agri-Bakerwal ChecktoSedow
AddaRoadwere highlighted.
Itwasinformed that boththe
roadshavebeentendered and
theworkwill startwithin this
week.

10th Battalion SSB Srinagar Inaugurates
Disaster Preparedness Programme

Srinagar: The 10th Battalion,
SashastraSeemaBal(SSB), Srinagar,
inaugurated a one-month-long
Disaster Preparedness and Emergency
Response andFood BeverageTraining
- Skill Development Programme
aimed atequipping localyouthwith
essential skills toeffectively respond
to emergency and disastersituations.

The inaugural ceremony was
graced by ShriSheikh Imtiaz Ismail
Faruq, Deputy Inspector General,
Special Operations, Srinagar, as the
Chief Guest. The Commandant of

10th Battalion SSB and other

dignitaries were also presenton the
occasion.

Students from various areas of
Srinagar havejoined the programme
and will undergo one month of
training focused on enhancing their
skills, awareness, and preparedness
for disaster management and
emergency response.

The initiative reflects SSB's
commitment towards youth
empowerment, skill development,
communityengagement, and building
a disaster-resilient society.

SKIMS expands infrastructure, pushes I reforms to reduce patient burden

Srinagar, Nov 02 (KNO): Sher-
i-Kashmir Institute of Medical
Sciences (SKIMS) is expanding
infrastructureatits main campus
and SKIMS Medical College,
alongside procuring advanced
medical equipment, to strengthen
specialised healthcareservices
and reduce patient dependence
on hospitals outside Jammuand
Kashmir.

Director SKIMS, Prof
Mohammad Ashraf Ganie said
new college, inpatientdepartment
(IPD)and outpatient department
(OPD) blocks were under
construction at SKIMS Medical
Collegeaspartofeffortstoexpand
capacity.

“We are not focusing onlyon
the main campus. Both
institutions are under the same
administrative setup, and efforts

® 00 o

are being made to improve
facilities atboth places,” he told
reporters on the sidelines of a
sports programme on Monday.

Prof Ganie said the institute
was also acquiring new medical
equipment and exploring
additional funding sources
beyond regular government

support to upgrade services.

“Ourpriorityisto continuously
improve patient care so that
people canreceive the treatment
they need here instead ofhaving
to travel outside Jammu and
Kashmir,” he said.

On overcrowding and long
waiting times, Prof Ganie said

the heavy patient load reflected
SKIMS’ role as a tertiary-care
referral centre, with many
patients arriving from district
and peripheral hospitals,
including cases that could be
managed at lower levels of care.

He said infrastructure
expansion alone would not ease
pressure unless the referral
system was streamlined.

“As long as the referral system
attheperipherallevelisnotproperly
organised,therushatour hospitals
will continue.Evenwhenweexpand
facilities, people still prefer tocome
to SKIMS,” he said.

Accordingto him, the institute
isworkingwithperipheral hospitals
toensurethatonly patientsneeding
specialised treatmentarereferred
to tertiary-care centres.

“We want smaller medical

issues to be addressed at the
peripheral level andreferrals to
be made selectively. This will
help us focus our resources on
patients who genuinelyrequire
specialised care,” he said.

He stressed that better
coordination between district
hospitals and tertiary institutions
wasessentialtoimprovepatientflow
and optimise healthcareresources.

Meanwhile, Prof Ganie said
SKIMS would continue promoting
sports and cultural activities
across its campuses to support
the overallwell-beingofstudents
and staff.

“We want our faculty,
paramedical staffand particularly
the students we are training to
remain healthy mentally,
physically and spiritually,” he
said.

SM( suspends 2
officials

Srinagar, Nov 02 (KNO): The Srinagar
Municipal Corporation (SMC) has placed
two officials under suspensionover alleged
dereliction of duties and ordered a
departmental inquiry into the matter.

The Commissioner SMC Dr Basharat
Qayoom, IAS, placed an employee under
suspension with immediate effect, pending
aninquiry and until further orders.

The order also appointed Joint
Commissioner (Administration), to conduct
an in-depth inquiry into the supervision
and monitoringofunauthorised constructions
within the officer’s jurisdiction.

The officer has been directed to submit
a comprehensive report with specific
recommendations.

In a separate order, Senior Building
Inspector has also been placed under
suspension for dereliction of duties, as per
rules.

Boy diesinRS Pura
accident

Jammu, Nov 02 (KNO): A boy was killed
after being hit by a Scorpio vehicleinthe R
SPuraareaofJammu,officials said onMonday.

Anofficialsaid that the vehicle, travelling
at high speed onthe wrongside of theroad,
struck the boy in RS Pura.

He said the boy wasshifted to a hospital,
where he was declared brought dead. His
identity is being verified.

Police have taken cognisance of the
incident and further investigation is
underway.

Ex-MLApasses away

Press Trust of India

Jammu, Nov 2: Former MLA Jagdish Raj
Spolia passed away at the age of 80 after a
prolonged illness at his residence in Kathua
district of Jammu and Kashmir, his family
said on Monday.

Spolia is survived by his wife and two
sons.

A two-time MLA from the Basohli
constituency of Kathua, Spolia was first
elected to the Assembly in 1987 ona Congress
ticket.

However, heleft the Congress and joined
the BJPin 1999.Hereturned to the Assembly
in 2008, winning the seat on a BJP ticket.

He later rejoined the Congress and
unsuccessfully contested the 2014 Assembly
elections.

He subsequently returned to the BJP but
remained bedridden for a prolonged period
due to illness. He breathed his last at his
residence on Sunday evening.

His last rites were performed at Shanti
GhatinBasohlion Monday forenoon, with
a large number of people attending the
cremation to pay their final respects.

Unionminister Jitendra Singh expressed
grief over Spolia's demise in a post on X,
describing the news as "extremely
heartbreaking and soul-wrenching".

"His commitment to public service and
his contributions to the development ofthe
region will always be remembered. In this
hour of grief, my deepest condolences are
with the bereaved family and his supporters,”
the minister said.
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